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August 30, 2026 
 

Today is Fast Free | No fasting restrictions 
                                                                                 

Today we commemorate 
 

13th Sunday of Matthew 
Apodosis of the Feast of the Forerunner  

Alexander, John, and Paul the New, Patriarchs of Constantinople  
Phantinos the Righteous of Calabria 

16 Monk-martyrs of Thebes  
6 Martyrs of Melitene  

The Synaxis of the Holy Hierarchs of Serbia 
 



 
ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – To fedhron (“The women disciples”) 
When the women disciples of the Lord heard the Angel joyously proclaim the resurrection, they cast 
aside the ancestral verdict, and boasting in glory they said to the Apostles, “Death has been 
despoiled! Christ God has risen, granting the great mercy to the world!” 
 
Apolytikion for  St. John the Baptist – Mnimi dhikeou (“The memory of the righteous”) 
The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for you suffices the testimony of the Lord, 
O Forerunner. You have proved to be truly more ven’rable than the Prophets, since you were granted 
to baptize in the river the One whom they proclaimed. Therefore, when for the truth you had 
contested, rejoicing, to those in Hades you preached the Gospel, that God was manifested in the 
flesh, and takes away the sin of the world, and grants to us the great mercy. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 
Kontakion for Joachim and Anna – Ioakim ke Anna (“Ioakim and Anna”) 
Both Joachim and Anna from their sterility’s stigma, and Adam and Eve from their mortality’s ruin 
have been set free, O immaculate Maid, by your holy nativity. For this do your people hold 
celebration, redeemed from the guilt of transgression as they cry to you, “The barren one bears the 
Theotokos, the nourisher of our Life. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 16:13-24 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
 Ὡς ἐμεγαλύνθη τὰ ἔργα σου Κύριε, πάντα ἐν σοφίᾳ ἐποίησας. 

Στίχ. Εὐλόγει ἡ ψυχή μου τὸν Κύριον.  
 
Ἀδελφοί, γρηγορεῖτε, στήκετε ἐν τῇ πίστει, ἀνδρίζεσθε, κραταιοῦσθε. Πάντα ὑμῶν ἐν ἀγάπῃ 
γινέσθω. Παρακαλῶ δὲ ὑμᾶς, ἀδελφοί - οἴδατε τὴν οἰκίαν Στεφανᾶ, ὅτι ἐστὶν ἀπαρχὴ τῆς Ἀχαΐας, 
καὶ εἰς διακονίαν τοῖς ἁγίοις ἔταξαν ἑαυτούς - ἵνα καὶ ὑμεῖς ὑποτάσσησθε τοῖς τοιούτοις, καὶ παντὶ 
τῷ συνεργοῦντι καὶ κοπιῶντι. Χαίρω δὲ ἐπὶ τῇ παρουσίᾳ Στεφανᾶ καὶ Φουρτουνάτου καὶ 
Ἀχαϊκοῦ, ὅτι τὸ ὑμῶν ὑστέρημα οὗτοι ἀνεπλήρωσαν. Ἀνέπαυσαν γὰρ τὸ ἐμὸν πνεῦμα καὶ τὸ 
ὑμῶν· ἐπιγινώσκετε οὖν τοὺς τοιούτους. Ἀσπάζονται ὑμᾶς αἱ ἐκκλησίαι τῆς Ἀσίας· ἀσπάζονται 
ὑμᾶς ἐν κυρίῳ πολλὰ Ἀκύλας καὶ Πρίσκιλλα, σὺν τῇ κατʼ οἶκον αὐτῶν ἐκκλησίᾳ. Ἀσπάζονται 
ὑμᾶς οἱ ἀδελφοὶ πάντες. Ἀσπάσασθε ἀλλήλους ἐν φιλήματι ἁγίῳ. Ὁ ἀσπασμὸς τῇ ἐμῇ χειρὶ 
Παύλου. Εἴ τις οὐ φιλεῖ τὸν κύριον Ἰησοῦν Χριστόν, ἤτω ἀνάθεμα. Μαρὰν ἀθά. Ἡ χάρις τοῦ κυρίου 
Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ μεθʼ ὑμῶν. Ἡ ἀγάπη μου μετὰ πάντων ὑμῶν ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ. Ἀμήν. 

 
 
 

Epistle Reading 
The Reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 16:13-24 

 
 O Lord, how manifold are your works. You have made all things in wisdom. 

Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 

Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done 
in love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, 
and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be subject to such men 
and to every fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and 
Achaicos, because they have made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as 
yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, 
together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send 
greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. If any 
one has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
 



 
 

Ευαγγέλιο 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 21:33-42 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· ῎Αλλην παραβολὴν ἀκούσατε. ἄνθρωπός τις ἦν 
οἰκοδεσπότης, ὅστις ἐφύτευσεν ἀμπελῶνα καὶ φραγμὸν αὐτῷ περιέθηκε καὶ ὤρυξεν ἐν αὐτῷ 
ληνὸν καὶ ᾠκοδόμησε πύργον, καὶ ἐξέδοτο αὐτὸν γεωργοῖς καὶ ἀπεδήμησεν. ὅτε δὲ ἤγγισεν ὁ 
καιρὸς τῶν καρπῶν, ἀπέστειλε τοὺς δούλους αὐτοῦ πρὸς τοὺς γεωργοὺς λαβεῖν τοὺς καρποὺς 
αὐτοῦ. καὶ λαβόντες οἱ γεωργοὶ τοὺς δούλους αὐτοῦ ὃν μὲν ἔδειραν, ὃν δὲ ἀπέκτειναν, ὃν δὲ 
ἐλιθοβόλησαν. πάλιν ἀπέστειλεν ἄλλους δούλους πλείονας τῶν πρώτων, καὶ ἐποίησαν αὐτοῖς 
ὡσαύτως. ὕστερον δὲ ἀπέστειλε πρὸς αὐτοὺς τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ λέγων· ἐντραπήσονται τὸν υἱόν 
μου. οἱ δὲ γεωργοὶ ἰδόντες τὸν υἱὸν εἶπον ἐν ἑαυτοῖς· οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ κληρονόμος· δεῦτε 
ἀποκτείνωμεν αὐτὸν καὶ κατάσχωμεν τὴν κληρονομίαν αὐτοῦ. καὶ λαβόντες αὐτὸν ἐξέβαλον ἔξω 
τοῦ ἀμπελῶνος, καὶ ἀπέκτειναν. ὅταν οὖν ἔλθῃ ὁ κύριος τοῦ ἀμπελῶνος, τί ποιήσει τοῖς 
γεωργοῖς ἐκείνοις; λέγουσιν αὐτῷ· κακοὺς κακῶς ἀπολέσει αὐτούς, καὶ τὸν ἀμπελῶνα 
ἐκδώσεται ἄλλοις γεωργοῖς, οἵτινες ἀποδώσουσιν αὐτῷ τοὺς καρποὺς ἐν τοῖς καιροῖς αὐτῶν. 
λέγει αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· οὐδέποτε ἀνέγνωτε ἐν ταῖς γραφαῖς, λίθον ὃν ἀπεδοκίμασαν οἱ 
οἰκοδομοῦντες, οὗτος ἐγενήθη εἰς κεφαλὴν γωνίας· παρὰ Κυρίου ἐγένετο αὕτη, καὶ ἔστι θαυμαστὴ 
ἐν ὀφθαλμοῖς ἡμῶν; 
 

 
Gospel Reading 

The Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 21:33-42 
  
The Lord said this parable, "There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge 
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another 
country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and 
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other 
servants, more than the first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, 
saying 'They will respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This 
is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.' And they took him and cast him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard 
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you never 
read in the scriptures: 'The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner; 
this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?'" 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
      
 
 
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 30, 2026 
13th Sunday of Matthew 

 
 

Coffee Hour: Thank you to Alex and Marianne Nikas for offering today’s coffee hour in honor of 
St. Alexander, whose feast day we celebrate today. Χρόνια Πολλά, Alex!  
 
Mortgage Burning & 45th Anniversary Gala: If you have not yet sent in your RSVP for the Gala on 
September 26th, click HERE to purchase tickets, participate in the sponsorship program, and select 
your dinner choices. RSVPs are due by September 5th. Additional RSVP cards are available in the 
office and in the Cultural Center. 
 
Mortgage Burning and 45th Anniversary Commemorative Journal: We are publishing a full-color 
Commemorative Journal to celebrate our Mortgage Burning and 45th Anniversary Gala on 
September 26th. Click HERE to view the Journal Contract and share your message in our 
commemorative journal. For more information, see any Parish Council Member. 
 
Photos for the Commemorative Journal: If you have photos of the St. Sophia Community from 
the past 45 years and on, please upload them HERE or email Ann Zavitsanos at 
atzavitsanos@gmail.com.  
 
Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. There are 
several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please 
sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the 
coffee/refreshments table. Please note that the church will supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper 
products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable 
to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you! 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
St. Sophia Vespers Dessert Reception: The Ladies Philoptochos will be hosting a Dessert 
Reception on the evening of Wednesday, September 16th, following Great Vespers for the Feast Day 
of St. Sophia. We are asking for donations of small pastries for the evening.  Please bring your 
donation to the church kitchen at any of these times: Sunday, 9/13 during coffee hour; Wednesday, 
9/16 from 10 am to 3pm; or 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm prior to the start of the Vesper Service. Please bring 
only individual pastries that are easily handled without a fork!  If you have any questions, kindly 
call or text Maria Papadimitriou at 484-620-2264. 
 

https://forms.fillout.com/t/gvCDr6Ggcbus
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/Events/Mortgage-Burning-and-45th-Anniversary-Journal-Contract.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRxpDCf_iC25n8ttSr9GTMbG4O3zdH1Y2iDuHzJ5wlEkboIg/viewform
mailto:atzavitsanos@gmail.com
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