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Fast Free | No fasting restrictions 
 
 

Today we commemorate 
 

The Sunday of All Saints 
The Holy Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra  

Our Righteous Father Panagis (Paisios) Basias  
Tarasios & John the Martyrs  
Sebastian the Wonderworker  

Zenais the Martyr 



 
ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion - Ex Ipsus Katilthes (“From On High You Descended”) 
From on high You descended, Most Merciful; for us You condescended to a three-day burial, to set 
us free from the passions. O Lord, our resurrection and our life, glory to You. 
 
Apolytikion for the Saints – Ton en olo to kosmo (“With the blood of Your martyrs”) 
Your Church is arrayed in the holy blood of Your Martyrs who witnessed throughout the world, as 
though in purple and fine linen. Through them she cries to You, Christ our God, “Send down to Your 
people Your tender love, grant peace from above to Your commonwealth, and to our souls Your 
great mercy.” 
 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 

Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί 
προσήγαγες Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, 
Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  

 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages 
Christo karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, 
syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon. 

 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia 
martyr dignified, and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own 
sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-
minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 

 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Os aparchas tis fiseos (“As the first-fruits of nature) 
O Planter of creation, Lord, to You does the entire world bring as an offering the God-bearing martyr 
Saints, as being nature’s first fruits. At their earnest entreaties, keep Your Church in a state of 
profoundest peace, through the Theotokos, O Lord abundantly merciful. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 

Πρὸς Ἑβραίους 11:33-40, 12:1-2  τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 
 

 Θαυμαστὸς ὁ Θεὸς ἐν τοῖς Ἁγίοις αὐτοῦ. 
Στίχ. Ἐν Ἐκκλησίαις εὐλογεῖτε τὸν Θεὸν. 

 
Ἀδελφοί, οἱ Ἅγιοι πάντες διὰ πίστεως κατηγωνίσαντο βασιλείας, εἰργάσαντο δικαιοσύνην, 
ἐπέτυχον ἐπαγγελιῶν, ἔφραξαν στόματα λεόντων, ἔσβεσαν δύναμιν πυρός, ἔφυγον στόματα 
μαχαίρας, ἐνεδυναμώθησαν ἀπὸ ἀσθενείας, ἐγενήθησαν ἰσχυροὶ ἐν πολέμῳ, παρεμβολὰς 
ἔκλιναν ἀλλοτρίων. Ἔλαβον γυναῖκες ἐξ ἀναστάσεως τοὺς νεκροὺς αὐτῶν· ἄλλοι δὲ 
ἐτυμπανίσθησαν, οὐ προσδεξάμενοι τὴν ἀπολύτρωσιν, ἵνα κρείττονος ἀναστάσεως τύχωσιν· 
ἕτεροι δὲ ἐμπαιγμῶν καὶ μαστίγων πεῖραν ἔλαβον, ἔτι δὲ δεσμῶν καὶ φυλακῆς· ἐλιθάσθησαν, 
ἐπρίσθησαν, ἐπειράσθησαν, ἐν φόνῳ μαχαίρας ἀπέθανον· περιῆλθον ἐν μηλωταῖς, ἐν αἰγείοις 
δέρμασιν, ὑστερούμενοι, θλιβόμενοι, κακουχούμενοι - ὧν οὐκ ἦν ἄξιος ὁ κόσμος - ἐν ἐρημίαις 
πλανώμενοι καὶ ὄρεσιν καὶ σπηλαίοις καὶ ταῖς ὀπαῖς τῆς γῆς. Καὶ οὗτοι πάντες, μαρτυρηθέντες διὰ 
τῆς πίστεως, οὐκ ἐκομίσαντο τὴν ἐπαγγελίαν, τοῦ θεοῦ περὶ ἡμῶν κρεῖττόν τι προβλεψαμένου, 
ἵνα μὴ χωρὶς ἡμῶν τελειωθῶσιν. Τοιγαροῦν καὶ ἡμεῖς, τοσοῦτον ἔχοντες περικείμενον ἡμῖν νέφος 
μαρτύρων, ὄγκον ἀποθέμενοι πάντα καὶ τὴν εὐπερίστατον ἁμαρτίαν, διʼ ὑπομονῆς τρέχωμεν τὸν 
προκείμενον ἡμῖν ἀγῶνα, ἀφορῶντες εἰς τὸν τῆς πίστεως ἀρχηγὸν καὶ τελειωτὴν Ἰησοῦν. 

 
 

Epistle Reading 
The Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:33-40; 12:1-2 

 
 God is wonderful among his saints. 

Verse: Bless God in the congregations. 
 

Brethren, all the saints through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out 
of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better 
life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins 
of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering 
over deserts and mountains and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attested 
by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, 
that apart from us they should not be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith. 

June Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos 
Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated to a specific 
charitable organization selected by Philoptochos. 
 
The June Poor Box collection is for FOCUS (Philadelphia) – The Fellowship of Orthodox 
Christians United to Serve –  https://focusphiladelphia.org. FOCUS is united in faith and joined 
by a desire to provide solutions to poverty in communities across America. Their ministries seek 
to address the ultimate cause of poverty in the world: disconnection. FOCUS Philadelphia 
responds to this calling by providing both physical sustenance for our neighbors in need (in the 
form of hot meals, clothing, and personal care kits) and bringing people together in community 
around a shared table. 
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St. 
Sophia Philoptochos, adding “poor box” to the memo line. Thank you for your generosity! 

https://focusphiladelphia.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html


 
 

Ευαγγέλιο 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κὐριος τοῖς ἑαυτοῦ μαθηταῖς· Πᾶς οὖν ὅστις ὁμολογήσει ἐν ἐμοὶ ἔμπροσθεν τῶν 
ἀνθρώπων, ὁμολογήσω κἀγὼ ἐν αὐτῷ ἔμπροσθεν τοῦ πατρός μου τοῦ ἐν οὐρανοῖς. 
ὅστις δ᾿ ἂν ἀρνήσηταί με ἔμπροσθεν τῶν ἀνθρώπων, ἀρνήσομαι αὐτὸν κἀγὼ 
ἔμπροσθεν τοῦ πατρός μου τοῦ ἐν οὐρανοῖς. ῾Ο φιλῶν πατέρα ἢ μητέρα ὑπὲρ ἐμὲ οὐκ 
ἔστι μου ἄξιος· καὶ ὁ φιλῶν υἱὸν ἢ θυγατέρα ὑπὲρ ἐμὲ οὐκ ἔστι μου ἄξιος· καὶ ὃς οὐ 
λαμβάνει τὸν σταυρὸν αὐτοῦ καὶ ἀκολουθεῖ ὀπίσω μου, οὐκ ἔστι μου ἄξιος. Τότε 
ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ Πέτρος εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἰδοὺ ἡμεῖς ἀφήκαμεν πάντα καὶ ἠκολουθήσαμέν σοι· 
τί ἄρα ἔσται ἡμῖν; ὁ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· ἀμὴν λέγω ὑμῖν ὅτι ὑμεῖς οἱ 
ἀκολουθήσαντές μοι, ἐν τῇ παλιγγενεσίᾳ, ὅταν καθίσῃ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἐπὶ θρόνου 
δόξης αὐτοῦ, καθίσεσθε καὶ ὑμεῖς ἐπὶ δώδεκα θρόνους κρίνοντες τὰς δώδεκα φυλὰς τοῦ 
᾿Ισραήλ. καὶ πᾶς ὃς ἀφῆκεν οἰκίας ἢ ἀδελφοὺς ἢ ἀδελφὰς ἢ πατέρα ἢ μητέρα ἢ γυναῖκα 
ἢ τέκνα ἢ ἀγροὺς ἕνεκεν τοῦ ὀνόματός μου, ἑκατονταπλασίονα λήψεται καὶ ζωὴν αἰώνιον 
κληρονομήσει. Πολλοὶ δὲ ἔσονται πρῶτοι ἔσχατοι καὶ ἔσχατοι πρῶτοι. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
The Reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30 

 
The Lord said to his disciples, "Every one who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also 
will deny him before my Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 
and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me." Then Peter said in 
reply, "Lo, we have left everything and followed you. What then shall we have?" Jesus said 
to them, "Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of man shall sit on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. And every one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children 
or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many 
that are first will be last, and the last first." 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 



Mortgage Burning Campaign Update! 
As announced on Palm Sunday, our parish is striving to pay off our mortgage by July 4th. 
The response was fantastic!  We have already received over $153,400 in payments. We are 
looking for everyone to participate in this historic milestone event. If we all do something, we will 
hit our goal! 

Please save this date, September 26, 2026, for our Mortgage Burning and 45th Anniversary 
Celebration Gala! More information to follow! 

A Note of Thanks from Fr. Konstantinos: 

Again, I would like to offer a huge THANK YOU to all those who 

volunteered for our 2026 Grecian Festival! It is because of your 

dedication and zeal for our community that we had such a 

successful festival this year! 

June 7, 2026 
The Sunday of All Saints 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring 
a vigil candle, please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance 
signup necessary and several individuals or families can sponsor each week. The 
proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle 
lasts one week; the asking donation is $10. 

National Sisterhood of Presvyteres Sunday: Today our community honors our beloved Presvytera 
Athanasia. We are so grateful for her, standing beside Fr. Konstantinos and their beautiful daughter 
Flora. May God grant her many years! 

Breakfast Fundraiser: This morning our Project Mexico Team is holding a breakfast fundraiser to 
raise funds to support this important ministry. The team leaves on June 22nd and returns June 29th. 

Festival Lawn Signs: Please return any Festival Lawn Signs that you may have taken, as we recycle 
them. You may place them in the alcove outside of the Office Entrance. 

Festival Trays for Sale: If you are interested in purchasing frozen (never thawed) trays of Pastitsio, 
Moussaka, Spanakopita, or Lamb Shank, please speak to John Papadimitriou. We have some half 
trays and full trays available. 

Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. Please note that the church will 
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that coffee 
hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank 
you! 

Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  

$153,400
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Mortgage Burning Campaign 
GOAL: $180,000 By July 4th

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/sundaybulletins
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/gallery/ss/288/upcoming-events/
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successful festival this year!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

 

 

 



 

 
Protocol No. 232/2026 
 

Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the National Sisterhood of Presvyteres Sunday 
 

June 7, 2026 (The Sunday of All Saints) 
 
 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and 
Deacons, Presvyteres and Diakonisses, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of 
Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of 
Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek 
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy 
Archdiocese of America. 
 

… to those called to be saints, grace unto you and peace from God our Father and our 
Lord Jesus Christ 

(Romans 1:7) 
 

My Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

This year, on the Sunday of All Saints, we are also called to remember with great 
gratitude and appreciation the National Sisterhood of Presvyteres (NSP). This particular 
Sunday, honoring the hundreds of Presvyteres and Diakonisses of our Church, was 
chosen because it is the closest Holy Day to the feast of the Sisters of Lazaros, (June 4th). 
Together, Saints Mary and Martha manifest the active way of service (Martha) and the 
contemplative way of devotion (Mary).  
 

The National Sisterhood of Presvyteres brings both of these aspects of Saints Mary 
and Martha together in a paradigm of service and ministry throughout the Parishes of 
the Sacred Archdiocese of America. Through their own good works and initiatives, our 
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Sisters in Christ of the NSP exemplify the aspiration for holiness to which we are all called 
by God. 
 

Presvyteres and Diakonisses work tirelessly in our communities to enhance the 
atmosphere of grace and peace that are the gift of God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
They model the vocation of self-sacrifice and generosity that is essential to the life of 
holiness: self-sacrifice, in that they so often put the family of the Church before their own, 
and generosity, because they share with freedom and grace their spouses, the Presbyters 
and Deacons who serve the Church. 
 

Therefore, let us take this day, when we commemorate all the Saints of the Church, 
to express to our Presvyteres and Diakonisses our gratitude and appreciation. for their 
ministries of love and devotion. Many Years to all! 
 

With Paternal Love in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

†ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 



 
ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 
Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 232/2026  

 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν Κυριακὴ τῆς Ἐθνικῆς Ἀδελφότητος τῶν 

Πρεσβυτερῶν. 
7 Ἰουνίου 2026 
 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς 
Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν 
Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, 
τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 
 
«… κλητοῖς ἁγίοις· χάρις ὑµῖν καὶ εἰρήνη ἀπὸ Θεοῦ πατρὸς ἡµῶν καὶ Κυρίου ᾿Ιησοῦ 

Χριστοῦ» (Πρὸς Ρωµαίους 1:7). 
 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 

Ἐφέτος, τὴν Κυριακὴ τῶν Ἁγίων Πάντων, καλούµαστε νὰ θυµηθοῦµε µὲ 
µεγάλη χαρὰ καὶ εὐγνωµοσύνη τὴν Ἐθνικὴ Ἀδελφότητα Πρεσβυτερῶν (NSP). Ἡ 
συγκεκριµένη Κυριακὴ, ποὺ τιµᾶ τὸ πλῆθος τῶν Πρεσβυτερῶν καὶ Διακονισσῶν τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας µας, προσφέρει µία ξεχωριστὴ εὐκαιρία νὰ ἀναγνωρίσουµε τὴ διακονία 
τους. Τοποθετεῖται ἀµέσως µετὰ τὴν πλησιέστερη Κυριακὴ στὴν ἑορτὴ τῶν ἁγίων 
ἀδελφῶν τοῦ Λαζάρου (4 Ἰουνίου). Μαζί, οἱ ἁγίες Μαρία καὶ Μάρθα φανερώνουν τὴν 
πρακτικὴ πλευρὰ τῆς διακονίας (Μάρθα) καὶ τὴ θεωρητική της πλευρά (Μαρία). 
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Ἡ Ἐθνικὴ Ἀδελφότητα Πρεσβυτερῶν συνδέει αὐτὲς τὶς δύο διαστάσεις τῶν 
ἁγίων Μαρίας καὶ Μάρθας µέσα στὴ ζωὴ καὶ τὸ ἔργο τῶν πρεσβυτερῶν µας. Μέσα 
ἀπὸ τὴ διακονία τους καὶ τὴν προσφορά τους στὶς ἐνορίες τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Ἀµερικῆς, ἀποτελοῦν ζωντανὸ παράδειγµα τῆς κλήσεως ὅλων µας πρὸς τὴν 
ἁγιότητα. 

Οἱ πρεσβυτέρες καὶ οἱ διακόνισσες ἐργάζονται ἀκούραστα στὶς κοινότητές µας 
γιὰ νὰ καλλιεργοῦν πνεῦµα χάριτος καὶ εἰρήνης. Ὅπως καὶ ὁ ἀπόστολος Παῦλος, 
ἀνταποκρίνονται καθηµερινὰ στὴν κλήση τοῦ Χριστοῦ γιὰ ζωὴ θυσίας καὶ 
προσφορᾶς. Ἡ αὐταπάρνησή τους, ἡ διαρκὴς στήριξη τῶν οἰκογενειῶν τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας καὶ ἡ γενναιοδωρία µὲ τὴν ὁποία µοιράζονται τὸ χρόνο, τὶς δυνάµεις καὶ 
τὰ χαρίσµατά τους, ἐνισχύουν τὸ ἔργο τῶν συζύγων τους, τῶν πρεσβυτέρων καὶ τῶν 
διακόνων, καὶ συµβάλλουν καθοριστικὰ στὴ ζωὴ τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. 

Γιὰ αὐτὸν τὸ λόγο, καθὼς ὅλοι τιµοῦµε σήµερα τὶς ἁγίες, ἂς ἐκφράσουµε πρὸς 
τὶς πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς διακόνισσες τὴν εὐγνωµοσύνη, τὴν ἀγάπη καὶ τὴν ἐκτίµησή 
µας γιὰ τὴν πολυτίµητη διακονία τους, ποὺ χαρακτηρίζεται ἀπὸ ἀφοσίωση, θυσία 
καὶ χριστιανικὴ ἀγάπη. 

Πολλὰ καὶ εὐλογηµένα ἔτη σὲ ὅλες τους! 
 

 
Μετὰ πατρικῆς ἐν τῷ Κυρίῳ ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστῷ ἀγάπης, 

 
 
 

 

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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