Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to
subscribe. Simply click on the following link:
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present. We hope
you can help us with an online donation. You can give by going to our

website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” . .
Vbt 4 g St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape
Donate Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge
v I 900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle

system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll Rev. FI‘. Konstantinos LOukaS
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church.
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April 12, 2026
GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA
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GOSPEL READING
John 20:19-25

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord.

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, | also
send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when

Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the
Lord.”

So he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe.”

XpLotoc Avéotn!

Christ is Risen!

GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

Mary Magdalene, and the other women who were present at the burial of our Saviour
on Friday evening, returned from Golgotha to the city and prepared fragrant spices and
myrrh, so that they might anoint the body of Jesus. On the morrow, because of the law
which forbids work on the day of the Sabbath, they rested for the whole day. But at
early dawn on the Sunday that followed, almost thirty-six hours since the death of the
Life-giving Redeemer, they came to the sepulchre with the spices to anoint His body.
While they were considering the difficulty of rolling away the stone from the door of the
sepulchre, there was a fearful earthquake; and an Angel, whose countenance shone
like lightning and whose garment was white as snow, rolled away the stone and sat
upon it. The guards that were there became as dead from fear and took to flight. The
women, however, went into the sepulchre, but did not find the Lord's body. Instead,
they saw two other Angels in the form of youths clothed in white, who told them that
the Saviour was risen, and they sent forth the women, who ran to proclaim to the
disciples these gladsome tidings. Then Peter and John arrived, having learned from
Mary Magdalene what had come to pass, and when they entered the tomb, they found
only the winding sheets. Therefore, they returned again to the city with joy, as heralds
now of the supernatural Resurrection of Christ, Who in truth was seen alive by the
disciples on this day on five occasions.

Our Lord, then, was crucified, died, and was buried on Friday, before the setting of the
sun, which was the first of His "three days" in the grave; observing the mystical
Sabbath, that "seventh day" in which it is said that the Lord "rested from all His works"
(Gen. 2:2-3), He passed all of Saturday in the grave; and He arose "while it was yet
dark, very early in the morning" on Sunday, the third day, which, according to the
Hebrew reckoning, began after sunset on Saturday.

As we celebrate today this joyous Resurrection, we greet and embrace one another in
Christ, thereby demonstrating our Saviour's victory over death and corruption, and the
destruction of our ancient enmity with God, and His reconciliation toward us, and our
inheritance of life everlasting. The feast itself is called Pascha, which is derived from
the Hebrew word which means "passover"; because Christ, Who suffered and arose,
has made us to pass over from the curse of Adam and slavery to the devil and death
unto our primal freedom and blessedness. In addition, this day of this particular week,
which is the first of all the rest, is dedicated to the honour of the Lord; in honour and
remembrance of the Resurrection, the Apostles transferred to this day the rest from
labour that was formerly assigned to the Sabbath of the ancient Law.

All foods allowed during Renewal Week.
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PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL
ON THE OCCASION OF HOLY PASCHA

Prot. No. 279

TtBARTHOLOMEW

BY GOD’S MERCY
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE - NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

TO THE ENTIRE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH:
GRACE, PEACE, AND MERCY FROM CHRIST, RISEN IN GLORY

* % %

Most honourable brother Hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord,

Having arrived, through fasting, prayer, and solemnity, at the radiant and all-
festal day of Holy Pascha, we hymn and glorify the world-saving Resurrection of our
Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ, which marks the manifest victory of life over
death, renews all creation, and opens to humanity the way of deification by grace. The
Church of Christ preserves the paschal experience in her liturgical life, in the labours
of the Saints and Martyrs of the faith, in the eschatological impulse of monasticism, in
the proclamation of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth,” in theology and the ecclesial
arts, in the good witness of the faithful in the world, in the culture of love and
solidarity, and in the immovable certainty that evil does not have the final word in

history.

The Resurrection of the Lord is lived as a Christ-bestowed freedom, which
inspires, nourishes, and strengthens the creative powers of the human person and the
good struggle for “whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,”! while reminding
us all that the journey toward the Resurrection is inseparably bound to the Cross. The
joy of the Cross and the Resurrection has preserved the people of God from
identifying themselves with the spirit of this world, while at the same time
safeguarding them from barren insularity and a spirituality devoid of dynamism and
hope-bearing breath. The life of the faithful, in the crucified and risen Christ “for us
men,” still today refutes every alien narrative of Christian ethos as a “morality of the

weak,” supposedly embodied in humility, forgiveness, sacrificial love, asceticism, the

1 Phil. 4:8.



Lord’s saying “but I say to you, do not resist the evil one,”? and other principles and
dispositions that belong to the very core of our identity. Nothing could be further from
the truth than this reading of the ethos of Christianity — of sacrificial love that “does
not seek its own,” a love interwoven with courage, boldness, and existential
authenticity. Pascha is a hymn to this freedom, to faith “working through love,”?
which is not our own achievement but grace and a gift from above, and which is lived
in the holy Sacraments of the Church and in the “mystery” of service to one’s
neighbour. Indeed, “love for God does not in any way tolerate hatred toward one’s

fellow human being.”+

The Church of Christ — the “salt of the earth,” the “light of the world,” the city
“set on a hill,” the lamp placed “on the lampstand”s — bears active witness in the
world, before the signs of the times, about the grace that has come and “the hope that
is in us.”s The message of the Cross and the Resurrection resounds today as a Gospel
of peace, reconciliation, and justice. War, hatred, and injustice stand opposed to the
fundamental Christian principles for whose realization and establishment the people
of God pray and labour each day. In the light of the Resurrection, we beseech the Lord
on behalf of the victims of wartime violence, the orphans, the mothers who mourn
their children, and all those who bear in body and soul the effects of human cruelty
and callousness. “Christ is risen” is a denial and condemnation of violence and fear
and an invitation to a life of peace. War brings forth lamentation and death; the

Resurrection conquers death and bestows incorruptibility.

Before the daily images of the cruelty of war, the Church raises her voice and
proclaims the sacredness of the human person — of every concrete human being
anywhere on earth — and the duty of absolute respect for that dignity; and she calls
upon us to “know our own worth, honour the Prototype, recognise the power of the
mystery, and understand for whose sake Christ died.”” The Resurrection of the Lord
is the restoration of the human being to his pre-eternal calling. As the “beginning of
another eternal life,” it heals alienating relationships and establishes the peace “which
surpasses all understanding”s — a peace that encompasses worldly reconciliation and

pacification.

2 Matt. 5:39.

3 Gal. 5:6.

4 St. Maximus the Confessor, Chapters on Love, 1.15. PG 90, 964.

5 Matt. 5:13-15.

61 Pet. 3:15.

7 St. Gregory the Theologian, Oration 1, On Holy Pascha and on Tardiness, PG 35, 397.
8 Phil. 4:7.



Inspired by God, the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church — the
tenth anniversary of whose convocation we honour this year — underlined the duty
of the Church “to encourage whatever truly serves the cause of peace (Rom. 14:19)
and opens the way to justice, brotherhood, true freedom, and mutual love among all
the children of the one heavenly Father, as well as among all peoples who make up

IIQ

the one human family.

Holy Pascha is the whole of our spiritual civilization, the very core of our piety.
The Resurrection of the Lord is also our own resurrection in the present age, and at
the same time a prefiguration and foretaste of the “common resurrection of all human
beings” and of the renewal of the whole creation. Illumined by the all-radiant light of
the face of the Risen Christ, and glorifying in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
His all-holy Name — the Prince of Peace, who is with us “always, unto the end of the
age”1® — we wish you a blessed Resurrection, a paschal season filled with divine gifts,
and every day of your lives likewise, crying out the universal proclamation of joy:

“Christ is risen! Truly the Lord is risen!”

Phanar, Holy Pascha 2026

t Bartholomew of Constantinople

fervent supplicant for you all
to the Risen Lord

To be read in church during the Divine Liturgy of the feast of Holy Pascha, after the Holy Gospel.

® The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World, C, § 5.
10 Matt. 28:20.



IEPA APXIEIIIXKOIIH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIXKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX

ApOp. INowr.: 132/2026

Agxtemokomikn 'EykvkAiog yia to Ayio Iaoya.

12 AmoiAiov 2026

[Ioog 1tovg XePacpwtatovg kal OeopuUrleotatovg  AQXLeQels, TOLG
EvAapeotdtovg Tepeilc kat Ataxdvovg, tic IloeoPutépes kat tic Atakdviooes, Tovg
Movayxovg kat tic Movayég, toug Ilpoédpovg kat ta MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZuppovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Oucovpevucov Iatowxpxeiov,
@ péAN e Hyeolag twv 100, ta Hyueonowx kai Amoyevpativa LxoAeia, Tig
dronttwxovg AdeAgotnteg, ) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVopB0doles Opyavawoels kat
OAOKAN 0 T0 XoloTeMwvuHo TMATowHa ¢ Tepag AgxLlemoKOTNG AHEQLKNG.

«X0ég ovvebOamtouny oot XpLoTe OVVEYEIPOUXL CIUEPOV AVEXOTXVTL GOL»

Q2061 vy’ tov Ilaoxa).

[Tooo@iAelc adeA@ol kal adeAPES €V T AVAOTTAVTL XQLOTQ,

Xototog Avéeo)!

Exetvn 1] XQoVik1) meELOdOC TV TOLOV TUEQWV ATO TO TAQKIKO Odvato Tov
Kvpiov puav Tnoov Xototov péxet v €vdo&n avaotaor] tov, O Aéyape 0Tt elvat 1)
OTIOLOALOTEQT) XQOVIKT) TTEQLODOG 0TIV LOTOQIAX TOV KOTHOL. AéV UTTOQEL Vi LeTENOEL pLé
devteQOAeTTA, AeTITA 1) WEES. ExTelvetat Ao v g1 TV alwvwy ATeEAeVTNTA OTHV

atwviomta. ‘Onwe pag vrevOvpiCet 6 Kavwv tov Tlaoxa, eivat éketvo 1O aldvio



TWEA, TO XQOVIKO TMAQIO0 Héoa 0TO OO0 EVTACOOUAOTE HE TO PATMTIONR, OTWS
toviCel kat 6 amootoAog twv €0vwv ITavAog mEOg Tovg xoloTiavoug g Paoung: «n
ayvoette Ottt Ooot eBamntioOnuev eig Xpwotov Inoovv eig tov Oavatov avtov
éBamntiodnuev;» (Pwp. 6, 3).

I'a avto xat tm voxta tov Ilaoxa YaAdovue o0& mMEWTO TEOCWTO,
ayxaAalovtag 0AN v dvOpwmotnta: «X0&g ovvebamtounv oot Xowoté»! Elpaote
HE€QOG TNG loToging, COLUE TNV LOTOQLKT] TTOAYUATIKOTNTA TOL OavATOL KAl TNG TAPTS
tov Kvpiov. Metéxovpe otV tagn tov pe 10 PATTIOHX @S PEEPTN, WG MadX T
EVNALKEG, 0& ATIOHAKQES EKKANOLEG 1) peyAAES kovoTnTeS. Aev €xel onuaoia mov katl
MG PATTIOTHKAME. LNuacia €xet 0Tt 1) Lot Hag AAAae «dlx TG KATAdVOEWS OTX
vdata g maAryyeveoiacr». Kata v MeyaAn ‘Edopada avavedvovpe avt)v )
OTLY U TNG PATITIONG KAl Ava@wvoLue: «X0eg Eytve avto»!

Ouweg dev mapapévovpe 0to maeABov. EmiBePaiwvovpe kat PaAAovpe:
«oLVEYElQOHAL ONHEQOV avaoTavtL oo, Edw Poloketat 1) yépuoa petaly yng katl
oVEAVOD, HETAEL TOL «X0&C» KAl TOV OLXQKOUG «avELO», UETAEL TOU &XQOVOL KAl
TIAVTAXOV TAQOVTA ONULOVEYOD HE TO €V XWOW KAl XQOvw dnpovgynud tov. Avto
elval TO alVIo T@pa, Y TO OTOL0 HAG HAdeL O amootoAog ITavAog kaAwvtag pag
V& «TEQLMATOOVHE €V kavotntt Cwng» (Pwp. 6, 4). AVt elvat 1] OTLypT) KAt TV
OTIolA LETAHOQPWVOUAOTE DX TG XAQLTOG O& TEOOWTIA, OTWS AQXIKAX TAAOTI|KALE
ATo TO dMNUoLVEYO. I'r aVTO Ayarmmntol xooTiavol, ag dpalovpe NG evKARIAG KAt
KQTO T HUOTIKT) Kal ayia avtr) mepiodo va VPwoovpe ta X€Qlx UG OTOV 0VQAVO
AVAPWVOUVTEC:

Xpiotog avéotn €k vekpwv, Oavatw Odvatov matoac, kal TOIG €V TOIG UVNUKOI,
Cawnv xaproapuevog!

XoLotog avéotn,
) .%//Lfe 1% /){/Z'%fééo 5

t 6 Apeoweng EAmtdogpdoog



