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GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
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GOSPEL READING 
John 20:19-25 

    
Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had 
said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad  
when they saw the Lord. 
 
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”  
    
Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the 
Lord.”  
 

So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”  
 

 

 

   Χριστός  Ανέστη!      

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                Christ is Risen! 

GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 
 
Mary Magdalene, and the other women who were present at the burial of our Saviour 
on Friday evening, returned from Golgotha to the city and prepared fragrant spices and 
myrrh, so that they might anoint the body of Jesus. On the morrow, because of the law 
which forbids work on the day of the Sabbath, they rested for the whole day. But at 
early dawn on the Sunday that followed, almost thirty-six hours since the death of the 
Life-giving Redeemer, they came to the sepulchre with the spices to anoint His body. 
While they were considering the difficulty of rolling away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre, there was a fearful earthquake; and an Angel, whose countenance shone 
like lightning and whose garment was white as snow, rolled away the stone and sat 
upon it. The guards that were there became as dead from fear and took to flight. The 
women, however, went into the sepulchre, but did not find the Lord's body. Instead, 
they saw two other Angels in the form of youths clothed in white, who told them that 
the Saviour was risen, and they sent forth the women, who ran to proclaim to the 
disciples these gladsome tidings. Then Peter and John arrived, having learned from 
Mary Magdalene what had come to pass, and when they entered the tomb, they found 
only the winding sheets. Therefore, they returned again to the city with joy, as heralds 
now of the supernatural Resurrection of Christ, Who in truth was seen alive by the 
disciples on this day on five occasions. 
 
Our Lord, then, was crucified, died, and was buried on Friday, before the setting of the 
sun, which was the first of His "three days" in the grave; observing the mystical 
Sabbath, that "seventh day" in which it is said that the Lord "rested from all His works" 
(Gen. 2:2-3), He passed all of Saturday in the grave; and He arose "while it was yet 
dark, very early in the morning" on Sunday, the third day, which, according to the 
Hebrew reckoning, began after sunset on Saturday. 
 
As we celebrate today this joyous Resurrection, we greet and embrace one another in 
Christ, thereby demonstrating our Saviour's victory over death and corruption, and the 
destruction of our ancient enmity with God, and His reconciliation toward us, and our 
inheritance of life everlasting. The feast itself is called Pascha, which is derived from 
the Hebrew word which means "passover"; because Christ, Who suffered and arose, 
has made us to pass over from the curse of Adam and slavery to the devil and death 
unto our primal freedom and blessedness. In addition, this day of this particular week, 
which is the first of all the rest, is dedicated to the honour of the Lord; in honour and 
remembrance of the Resurrection, the Apostles transferred to this day the rest from 
labour that was formerly assigned to the Sabbath of the ancient Law. 

 
All foods allowed during Renewal Week. 



     

 

Thank You to our Parishioners Who Generously Made Donations  
  to Beautify our Church for Holy Week and Pascha 
  

Holy Week Item Sponsors 
 

Matt & Joann Bannon 
Bell Family 

Bob & Mary Helen Black 
Andrew & Georgiana Kane 
Leonidas & Bonnie Koletas 

                                                                           

Chris & Despina Lafakis 
Katherine Lapp 

Ed & Mary McAdoo 
Bessie Neofotistos 

Aram & Elaine Piligian                                                                                                                                                                               
David & Flora Poloway 

Sam & Ana Sinoimeri 
Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis 

Socratis & Rena Tsipras 
Roger & Alexis Witt 

Charles & Cathy Zarcone 

 

Easter Lily Donors  
Donor In Memory or In Honor 
The Bannons In memory of Nick Moukoulis and Bill & Judi Bannon 

Jim & Mary Caravoulias In memory of George & Minnie Alexiadis and Charles & Connie Caravoulias 

Thomas & Cathy Cox In memory of John & Athena Cox 

Eleni Davillas In memory of Fotios & Giannoula Davillas 

Maria Del Viscio In memory of Harry & Pauline Papadakes 

Vicki Dowzicky In memory of Harry Papastrat and in honor of Demo Miras 

Eleni Evangelopoulos   

Art & Peggy Happas In memory of Panagioti & Panagiota and Demetrios & Aphroditi 

Vela Hatzipavlides In memory of Thomas & Maria Hatzipavlides 

George & Cleo Karagounis In memory of our parents, Ioannin & Efthemia Karagounis and Thomas & Vasiliki Raikos 

George & Dimitra Klapakis In memory of Michael, Eleni, and Chrysostomos 

Evangelia Klapakis In memory of our loved ones who have passed away 

Leonidas & Athanasia Koletas In memory of Nicholas, Athanasia, and Ernest 

Fr. Konstantinos & Presv. Athanasia Loukas In honor of Mr. & Mrs. Demitri and Evelyn Loukas 

Irene Malagari In memory of John & Helen Christopher 

Ed & Mary McAdoo In memory of Gordon & Helen Nichols and George & Mary Englezos  

Maria Nasi In memory of Vangjush Nasi and Phidella Natale 



 

  
Donor In Memory or In Honor 

Bessie Neofotistos In memory of my beloved husband George and my dear son Steven and 

            In honor of my daughter Elaine and family 

Alex & Marianne Nikas In memory of Ruth Andrews Nikas, Bill & Carolyn Ruhl, Alexandros & Despina Tsinikas, 

            Ralph & Alberta Andrews, Bruce Andrews, and Demetrios & Anna Manolis  

George & Danielle Pahomov In memory of Sergei & Tamara Pahomov, Daniel & Soledad Shepherd  

Anthony & Katherine Pantazopoulos In memory of James & Barbara Stamas and in honor of Stephen Stamas 

Sophia Papadakes In memory of Harry & Pauline Papadakes 

John & Maria Papadimitriou and Family In memory of Nicholas Papadimitriou 

Aram & Elaine Piligian In memory of George and Steven Neofotistos and 

            In honor of our mom, Bessie Neofotistos 

David & Flora Poloway In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Aris Podotas and Mr. & Mrs. Michael Poloway 

Marlena Ruser In honor of my nouna, Linda Tripolitis 

Anne & Matt Sabia In memory of the Callipolites and Scandalios Families 

Senior Parea   

Matthew & Melissa Stolarczyk In memory of Ernest & Marian Laskaris 

Vasilios & Sofia Tatsis In memory of our beloved family members who have fallen asleep 

Lawrence & Alexandra Tavlarides In memory of Hazel Carolas 

Linda Tripolitis In memory of George J. Tripolitis, beloved father and 

            In honor of Marlena Crowley and Kristen Tripolitis, beloved Goddaughters 

Katherine Tsipras In memory of Speros & Olga Tsipras, Elias S. Tsipras I., and Maria Tsipras 

Irene Tsokas In memory of Chris Tsokas and Niki Hartzalas 

Tsouros Family In memory of Markella Tsouros, Isidoros N. Tsouros, Isidoros C. Costalas, Zoitsa Costalas,  

            Michael Rapitis, Phokion C. Lacas, Fr. Stephen P. Theophilos and  

           Constantinos I. Costalas 

Sofia Tzivekis In memory of Anastasios Tzivekis 

Giorgio Vadarlis In memory of Georgio & Vaia Baxevanidis 

Matt & Maria Williams In memory of Nicholas Carvelas and in honor of the Williams Family 

Charles & Catherine Zarcone In memory of our parents 
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PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL 

ON THE OCCASION OF HOLY PASCHA 

Prot. No. 279 

† B A R T H O L O M E W 

BY GOD’S MERCY 
ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE – NEW ROME 

AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 

TO THE ENTIRE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH: 
GRACE, PEACE, AND MERCY FROM CHRIST, RISEN IN GLORY 

* * * 

Most honourable brother Hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord, 

Having arrived, through fasting, prayer, and solemnity, at the radiant and all-
festal day of Holy Pascha, we hymn and glorify the world-saving Resurrection of our 
Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ, which marks the manifest victory of life over 
death, renews all creation, and opens to humanity the way of deification by grace. The 
Church of Christ preserves the paschal experience in her liturgical life, in the labours 
of the Saints and Martyrs of the faith, in the eschatological impulse of monasticism, in 
the proclamation of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth,” in theology and the ecclesial 
arts, in the good witness of the faithful in the world, in the culture of love and 
solidarity, and in the immovable certainty that evil does not have the final word in 
history. 

The Resurrection of the Lord is lived as a Christ-bestowed freedom, which 
inspires, nourishes, and strengthens the creative powers of the human person and the 
good struggle for “whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,”1 while reminding 
us all that the journey toward the Resurrection is inseparably bound to the Cross. The 
joy of the Cross and the Resurrection has preserved the people of God from 
identifying themselves with the spirit of this world, while at the same time 
safeguarding them from barren insularity and a spirituality devoid of dynamism and 
hope-bearing breath. The life of the faithful, in the crucified and risen Christ “for us 
men,” still today refutes every alien narrative of Christian ethos as a “morality of the 
weak,” supposedly embodied in humility, forgiveness, sacrificial love, asceticism, the 

 
1 Phil. 4:8. 
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Lord’s saying “but I say to you, do not resist the evil one,”2 and other principles and 
dispositions that belong to the very core of our identity. Nothing could be further from 
the truth than this reading of the ethos of Christianity — of sacrificial love that “does 
not seek its own,” a love interwoven with courage, boldness, and existential 
authenticity. Pascha is a hymn to this freedom, to faith “working through love,”3 
which is not our own achievement but grace and a gift from above, and which is lived 
in the holy Sacraments of the Church and in the “mystery” of service to one’s 
neighbour. Indeed, “love for God does not in any way tolerate hatred toward one’s 
fellow human being.”4 

The Church of Christ — the “salt of the earth,” the “light of the world,” the city 
“set on a hill,” the lamp placed “on the lampstand”5 — bears active witness in the 
world, before the signs of the times, about the grace that has come and “the hope that 
is in us.”6 The message of the Cross and the Resurrection resounds today as a Gospel 
of peace, reconciliation, and justice. War, hatred, and injustice stand opposed to the 
fundamental Christian principles for whose realization and establishment the people 
of God pray and labour each day. In the light of the Resurrection, we beseech the Lord 
on behalf of the victims of wartime violence, the orphans, the mothers who mourn 
their children, and all those who bear in body and soul the effects of human cruelty 
and callousness. “Christ is risen” is a denial and condemnation of violence and fear 
and an invitation to a life of peace. War brings forth lamentation and death; the 
Resurrection conquers death and bestows incorruptibility. 

Before the daily images of the cruelty of war, the Church raises her voice and 
proclaims the sacredness of the human person — of every concrete human being 
anywhere on earth — and the duty of absolute respect for that dignity; and she calls 
upon us to “know our own worth, honour the Prototype, recognise the power of the 
mystery, and understand for whose sake Christ died.”7 The Resurrection of the Lord 
is the restoration of the human being to his pre-eternal calling. As the “beginning of 
another eternal life,” it heals alienating relationships and establishes the peace “which 
surpasses all understanding”8 — a peace that encompasses worldly reconciliation and 
pacification. 

 
2 Matt. 5:39. 
3 Gal. 5:6. 
4 St. Maximus the Confessor, Chapters on Love, I.15. PG 90, 964. 
5 Matt. 5:13-15. 
6 1 Pet. 3:15. 
7 St. Gregory the Theologian, Oration 1, On Holy Pascha and on Tardiness, PG 35, 397. 
8 Phil. 4:7. 
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Inspired by God, the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church — the 
tenth anniversary of whose convocation we honour this year — underlined the duty 
of the Church “to encourage whatever truly serves the cause of peace (Rom. 14:19) 
and opens the way to justice, brotherhood, true freedom, and mutual love among all 
the children of the one heavenly Father, as well as among all peoples who make up 
the one human family.”9 

Holy Pascha is the whole of our spiritual civilization, the very core of our piety. 
The Resurrection of the Lord is also our own resurrection in the present age, and at 
the same time a prefiguration and foretaste of the “common resurrection of all human 
beings” and of the renewal of the whole creation. Illumined by the all-radiant light of 
the face of the Risen Christ, and glorifying in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
His all-holy Name — the Prince of Peace, who is with us “always, unto the end of the 
age”10 — we wish you a blessed Resurrection, a paschal season filled with divine gifts, 
and every day of your lives likewise, crying out the universal proclamation of joy: 
“Christ is risen! Truly the Lord is risen!” 

 

Phanar, Holy Pascha 2026 

† Bartholomew of Constantinople 

fervent supplicant for you all  
to the Risen Lord  

 
 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
To be read in church during the Divine Liturgy of the feast of Holy Pascha, after the Holy Gospel. 

 
9 The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today's World, C, § 5. 
10 Matt. 28:20. 



 
ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 
Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 132/2026  

 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὸ Ἅγιο Πάσχα. 

 
12 Ἀπριλίου 2026 
 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς 
Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν 
Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, 
τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 
 

«Χθὲς συνεθαπτόµην σοι Χριστὲ συνεγείροµαι σήµερον ἀναστάντι σοι» 
(Ὠδὴ γ´ τοῦ Πάσχα). 

 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν τῷ ἀναστάντι Χριστῷ, 
 

Χριστὸς Ἀνέστη! 
 

Ἐκείνη ἡ χρονικὴ περίοδος τῶν τριῶν ἡµερῶν ἀπὸ τὸ σαρκικὸ θάνατο τοῦ 
Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ µέχρι τὴν ἔνδοξη ἀνάστασή του, θὰ λέγαµε ὅτι εἶναι ἡ 
σπουδαιότερη χρονικὴ περίοδος στὴν ἱστορία τοῦ κόσµου. Δὲν µπορεῖ νὰ µετρηθεῖ µὲ 
δευτερόλεπτα, λεπτά ἢ ὧρες. Ἐκτείνεται ἀπὸ τὴν ἀρχὴ τῶν αἰώνων ἀτελεύτητα  στὴν 
αἰωνιότητα. Ὅπως µᾶς ὑπενθυµίζει ὁ Κανὼν τοῦ Πάσχα, εἶναι ἐκεῖνο τὸ αἰώνιο 
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τώρα, τὸ χρονικὸ πλαίσιο µέσα στὸ ὁποῖο ἐντασσόµαστε µὲ τὸ βάπτισµα, ὅπως 
τονίζει καὶ ὁ ἀποστολος τῶν ἐθνῶν Παῦλος πρὸς τοὺς χριστιανοὺς τῆς Ρώµης: «ἢ 
ἀγνοεῖτε ὅτι ὅσοι ἐβαπτίσθηµεν εἰς Χριστὸν Ἰησοῦν εἰς τὸν θάνατον αὐτοῦ 
ἐβαπτίσθηµεν;» (Ρωµ. 6,	3). 

Γιὰ αὐτὸ καὶ τὴ νύχτα τοῦ Πάσχα ψάλλουµε σὲ πρῶτο πρόσωπο, 
ἀγκαλιάζοντας ὅλη τὴν ἀνθρωπότητα: «Χθὲς συνεθαπτόµην σοι Χριστέ»! Εἴµαστε 
µέρος τῆς ἱστορίας, ζοῦµε τὴν ἱστορικὴ πραγµατικότητα τοῦ θανάτου καὶ τῆς ταφῆς 
τοῦ Κυρίου. Μετέχουµε στὴν ταφή του µὲ τὸ βάπτισµα ὡς βρέφη, ὡς παιδιὰ ἢ 
ἐνήλικες, σὲ ἀπόµακρες ἐκκλησίες ἢ µεγάλες κοινότητες. Δὲν ἔχει σηµασία ποῦ καὶ 
πῶς βαπτιστήκαµε. Σηµασία ἔχει ὅτι ἡ ζωή µας ἄλλαξε «διὰ τῆς καταδύσεως στὰ 
ὕδατα τῆς παλιγγενεσίας». Κατὰ τὴν Μεγάλη Ἑβδοµάδα ἀνανεώνουµε αὐτὴν τὴ 
στιγµὴ τῆς βάπτισης καὶ ἀναφωνοῦµε: «Χθὲς ἔγινε αὐτό»! 

Ὅµως δὲν παραµένουµε στὸ παρελθόν. Ἐπιβεβαιώνουµε καὶ ψάλλουµε: 
«συνεγείροµαι σήµερον ἀναστάντι σοι». Ἐδῶ βρίσκεται ἡ γέφυρα µεταξὺ γῆς καὶ 
οὐρανοῦ, µεταξὺ τοῦ «χθὲς» καὶ τοῦ διαρκοῦς «αὔριο», µεταξὺ τοῦ ἄχρονου καὶ 
πανταχοῦ παρόντα δηµιουργοῦ µὲ τὸ ἐν χώρῳ καὶ χρόνῳ δηµιούργηµά του. Αὐτὸ 
εἶναι τὸ αἰώνιο τώρα, γιὰ τὸ ὁποῖο µᾶς µιλάει ὁ ἀπόστολος Παῦλος καλώντας µας 
νὰ «περιπατήσουµε ἐν καινότητι ζωῆς» (Ρωµ. 6,	4). Αὐτὴ εἶναι ἡ στιγµὴ κατὰ τὴν 
ὁποία µεταµορφωνόµαστε διὰ τῆς χάριτος σὲ πρόσωπα, ὅπως ἀρχικὰ πλαστήκαµε 
ἀπὸ τὸ δηµιουργό. Γιὰ αὐτὸ ἀγαπητοὶ χριστιανοί, ἂς δράξουµε τῆς εὐκαιρίας καὶ 
κατὰ τὴ µυστικὴ καὶ ἁγία αὐτὴ περίοδο νὰ ὑψώσουµε τὰ χέρια µας στὸν οὐρανὸ 
ἀναφωνοῦντες: 

Χριστὸς ἀνέστη ἐκ νεκρῶν, θανάτῳ θάνατον πατήσας, καὶ τοῖς ἐν τοῖς µνήµασι, 
ζωὴν χαρισάµενος! 

 
Χριστὸς ἀνέστη, 

  

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 

 


