
 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape 

Greek Orthodox Church of Valley Forge 
900 South Trooper Rd., Jeffersonville, PA 19403 

 

Rev. Fr.  Konstantinos Loukas 

Proistamenos 
 

February 8, 2026 
 

8:45 am Orthros  

10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 

Fast Free | No fasting restrictions 
 

Today we commemorate 
 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

Theodore the Commander & Great Martyr  

The Holy Prophet Zacharias (Zachariah)  

Nicephoros & Stephanos the Martyrs  

Afterfeast of the Presentation of Our Lord and Savior  

in the Temple  

Liturgical Services are now streamed on YouTube. You DO NOT need a 
YouTube account to access the on-line services, nor do you need to 

subscribe. Simply click on the following link: 
http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF 

 

PLEASE keep in mind that our fixed costs are still ever present.  We hope 
you can help us with an online donation.  You can give by going to our 
website, www.saintsophiachurch.org and clicking on the “Donate” 
button. 

 
 

You can also donate using Venmo! Just search in Venmo or click 
on www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch 

 

We also accept Zelle as a form of payment! Through your bank’s Zelle 
system, input treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org as a recipient and you’ll 
be ready to donate to St. Sophia Church. 

http://www.youtube.com/@stsophiaVF
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/
http://www.venmo.com/SaintSophiaChurch
mailto:treasurer@saintsophiachurch.org


 
 

 

February 8, 2026 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ote Katilthes (“When Thou Descended”) 
When You descended to the Realm of Death, You, the Life that is deathless, then did You Hades lifeless 
rend with the Lightning of Divineness.  And when You did raise up those dead from deep within the earth, 
Then did all the powers that are in the Heavens above cry out, O Lifegiving Christ, You Who are our God, 
Glory to You. 
 
 
Apolytikion of the Feast – Chere, kecharitomeni (“Rejoice, you who are full of grace”) 
Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for Christ our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen from 
you and He illumined those in darkness. And you, righteous Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in your embraces 
the One who liberates our souls and bestows on us the Resurrection. 
 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες 
Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν 
τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on 
dysopi yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – O mitran parthenikin (“The womb of a virgin”) 
You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and by Your presentation You blessed the hands of 
Symeon, when You came, and You saved us, O Christ our God. Now we pray You give peace to Your world 
at war, and let love for Your people prevail in all, O only benevolent Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely.   

 
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but 
I will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and 
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and 
the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make 
them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute 
becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is 
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man 
commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God. 

 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 6:12-20 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα  

 

Ἰσχύς μου καὶ ὕμνησίς μου ὁ Κύριος. 
Στίχ. Παιδεύων ἐπαίδευσέ με ὁ Κύριος. 

 
Ἀδελφοί, πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐ πάντα συμφέρει· πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐκ ἐγὼ 
ἐξουσιασθήσομαι ὑπό τινος. Τὰ βρώματα τῇ κοιλίᾳ, καὶ ἡ κοιλία τοῖς βρώμασιν· ὁ δὲ θεὸς καὶ 
ταύτην καὶ ταῦτα καταργήσει. Τὸ δὲ σῶμα οὐ τῇ πορνείᾳ, ἀλλὰ τῷ κυρίῳ, καὶ ὁ κύριος τῷ 
σώματι· ὁ δὲ θεὸς καὶ τὸν κύριον ἤγειρεν καὶ ἡμᾶς ἐξεγερεῖ διὰ τῆς δυνάμεως αὐτοῦ. Οὐκ οἴδατε 
ὅτι τὰ σώματα ὑμῶν μέλη Χριστοῦ ἐστιν; Ἄρας οὖν τὰ μέλη τοῦ Χριστοῦ ποιήσω πόρνης μέλη; 
Μὴ γένοιτο. Οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι ὁ κολλώμενος τῇ πόρνῃ ἓν σῶμά ἐστιν; Ἔσονται γάρ, φησίν, οἱ δύο 
εἰς σάρκα μίαν. Ὁ δὲ κολλώμενος τῷ κυρίῳ ἓν πνεῦμά ἐστιν. Φεύγετε τὴν πορνείαν. Πᾶν 
ἁμάρτημα ὃ ἐὰν ποιήσῃ ἄνθρωπος ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματός ἐστιν· ὁ δὲ πορνεύων εἰς τὸ ἴδιον σῶμα 
ἁμαρτάνει. Ἢ οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι τὸ σῶμα ὑμῶν ναὸς τοῦ ἐν ὑμῖν ἁγίου πνεύματός ἐστιν, οὗ ἔχετε 
ἀπὸ θεοῦ; Καὶ οὐκ ἐστὲ ἑαυτῶν, ἠγοράσθητε γὰρ τιμῆς· δοξάσατε δὴ τὸν θεὸν ἐν τῷ σώματι 
ὑμῶν, καὶ ἐν τῷ πνεύματι ὑμῶν, ἅτινά ἐστιν τοῦ θεοῦ. 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Luke 15:11-32 

 
The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to 

his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided his living 

between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into 

a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent 

everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined 

himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would 

gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when 

he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to 

spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me 

as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a 

distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And 

the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; 

and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 

and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they 

began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the 

house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. 

And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 

has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never 

disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. 

But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the 

fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was 

fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 

found.'" 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

http://www.heart.org/
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ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 15:11-32 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις εἶχε δύο υἱούς. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ νεώτερος αὐτῶν 

τῷ πατρί· πάτερ, δός μοι τὸ ἐπιβάλλον μέρος τῆς οὐσίας. καὶ διεῖλεν αὐτοῖς τὸν βίον. καὶ μετ᾿ οὐ 

πολλὰς ἡμέρας συναγαγὼν ἅπαντα ὁ νεώτερος υἱὸς ἀπεδήμησεν εἰς χώραν μακράν, καὶ ἐκεῖ 

διεσκόρπισε τὴν οὐσίαν αὐτοῦ ζῶν ἀσώτως. δαπανήσαντος δὲ αὐτοῦ πάντα ἐγένετο λιμὸς 

ἰσχυρὸς κατὰ τὴν χώραν ἐκείνην, καὶ αὐτὸς ἤρξατο ὑστερεῖσθαι. καὶ πορευθεὶς ἐκολλήθη ἑνὶ τῶν 

πολιτῶν τῆς χώρας ἐκείνης, καὶ ἔπεμψεν αὐτὸν εἰς τοὺς ἀγροὺς αὐτοῦ βόσκειν χοίρους. καὶ 

ἐπεθύμει γεμίσαι τὴν κοιλίαν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν κερατίων ὧν ἤσθιον οἱ χοῖροι, καὶ οὐδεὶς ἐδίδου 

αὐτῷ. εἰς ἑαυτὸν δὲ ἐλθὼν εἶπε· πόσοι μίσθιοι τοῦ πατρός μου περισσεύουσιν ἄρτων, ἐγὼ δὲ 

λιμῷ ἀπόλλυμαι! ἀναστὰς πορεύσομαι πρὸς τὸν πατέρα μου καὶ ἐρῶ αὐτῷ· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς 

τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου. οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου· ποίησόν με ὡς ἕνα τῶν 

μισθίων σου. καὶ ἀναστὰς ἦλθε πρὸς τὸν πατέρα αὐτοῦ. ἔτι δὲ αὐτοῦ μακρὰν ἀπέχοντος εἶδεν 

αὐτὸν ὁ πατὴρ αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐσπλαγχνίσθη, καὶ δραμὼν ἐπέπεσεν ἐπὶ τὸν τράχηλον αὐτοῦ καὶ 

κατεφίλησεν αὐτόν. εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ υἱός· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου, καὶ 

οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου. εἶπε δὲ ὁ πατὴρ πρὸς τοὺς δούλους αὐτοῦ· ἐξενέγκατε τὴν 

στολὴν τὴν πρώτην καὶ ἐνδύσατε αὐτόν, καὶ δότε δακτύλιον εἰς τὴν χεῖρα αὐτοῦ καὶ ὑποδήματα 

εἰς τοὺς πόδας, καὶ ἐνέγκαντες τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτὸν θύσατε, καὶ φαγόντες εὐφρανθῶμεν, ὅτι 

οὗτος ὁ υἱός μου νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη. καὶ ἤρξαντο 

εὐφραίνεσθαι. ῏Ην δὲ ὁ υἱὸς αὐτοῦ ὁ πρεσβύτερος ἐν ἀγρῷ· καὶ ὡς ἐρχόμενος ἤγγισε τῇ οἰκίᾳ, 

ἤκουσε συμφωνίας καὶ χορῶν, καὶ προσκαλεσάμενος ἕνα τῶν παίδων ἐπυνθάνετο τί εἴη ταῦτα. 

ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου ἥκει καὶ ἔθυσεν ὁ πατήρ σου τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν, ὅτι 

ὑγιαίνοντα αὐτὸν ἀπέλαβεν. ὠργίσθη δὲ καὶ οὐκ ἤθελεν εἰσελθεῖν. ὁ οὖν πατὴρ αὐτοῦ ἐξελθὼν 

παρεκάλει αὐτόν. ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπε τῷ πατρί· ἰδοὺ τοσαῦτα ἔτη δουλεύω σοι καὶ οὐδέποτε 

ἐντολήν σου παρῆλθον, καὶ ἐμοὶ οὐδέποτε ἔδωκας ἔριφον ἵνα μετὰ τῶν φίλων μου εὐφρανθῶ· 

ὅτε δὲ ὁ υἱός σου οὗτος, ὁ καταφαγών σου τὸν βίον μετὰ πορνῶν, ἦλθεν, ἔθυσας αὐτῷ τὸν 

μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· τέκνον, σὺ πάντοτε μετ᾿ ἐμοῦ εἶ, καὶ πάντα τὰ ἐμὰ σά 

ἐστιν· εὐφρανθῆναι δὲ καὶ χαρῆναι ἔδει, ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου οὗτος νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ 

ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Homes at Theophany 

If you wish to have your homes and/or businesses blessed before the start of Lent, please 
contact the Parish office to schedule a visitation (office@saintsophiachurch.org or 610-650-
8960.) 
 

What do we do to prepare to have our home blessed? 

1. Welcome the priest into your home.  

2. Gather your family in the kitchen or dining room with an icon and a small bowl of water 

along with a list of the living family members to pray for. All radios, televisions and electronics 

should be turned off.              

3. Be attentive to the prayers and respond to the petitions with “Kyrie Eleison”. 

4. When it comes time to bless the home, lead the priest to the various rooms to be blessed.  

5. The priest offers a concluding prayer and blesses each family member. 

6. Spend some time getting to know one another. 
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, please 
see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several individuals or 
families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage Reduction Fund. 
Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.    
 
Standing versus kneeling on Sundays: Each Sunday is a joyful celebration of Pascha – of Christ's victory 
over death and sin. We experience the Resurrection from Pascha until Pentecost by standing in prayer during 
all liturgies and do not kneel; kneeling and prostrations are demonstrations of repentance. As every Sunday 
is a "little Pascha", we are reminded that the Church teaches us to remain standing on Sundays during the 
invocation (Η Επίκλησις) of the Holy Spirit (the Consecration of the Body and Blood of our Lord). In contrast, 
during weekday services throughout the year it is customary to kneel during the Consecration. In lieu of 
kneeling on Sundays, please bow your heads reverently and pray along with the choir.  
 
 
Coffee Hour – During today’s coffee hour, St. Sophia Men’s Fellowship will have a Chili Cook-Off! 
For $15, you will be the judge -- you can taste each of the participants’ chili and then vote for the best one. 
This will be a blind taste test (meaning, you won’t know who cooked the food.) All proceeds from this 
competition will help to pay down the mortgage, and the winner will have bragging rights! 
 
Girl Scout Cookies Have Arrived!  It’s that wonderful time of year again for our local Girl Scout Troops to 
sell their delicious cookies! Please support our local Girl Scout who belongs to our parish. Don’t delay… the 
cookies will only be here for a few weeks. 
 
Philoptochos Meeting: There will be a general meeting of the Ladies Philoptochos on Tuesday evening, 
February 10th, at 7:00 pm in the Cultural Center. 
 
Schedule Change for Tuesday, February 10th: For the feast day of St. Haralambos, Orthros will begin at 
8:00 am and will be followed immediately by Divine Liturgy. 
 
Viewing and Funeral Service for Harry Papadakes: The viewing and funeral service for Harry Papadakes 
will take place on Tuesday, February 10th. The viewing will begin at 11:00 am and the funeral service will 
begin at 12:00 noon. 
 
Saturday of Souls: The first Saturday of Souls is Saturday, February 14th. PLEASE NOTE TIME CHANGE 
FOR THIS SATURDAY ONLY – Orthros will begin at 7:45 am and Divine Liturgy will begin at approximately 
9:00 am. 
 
 

 

    



 
 

 

 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
Saturday of Souls: The first Saturday of Souls is Saturday, February 14th. Forms for the names of the 
departed are available at the Pangari (and attached). Please submit your names to the Parish office by 
February 13th at 12 noon. Please DO NOT text the names or submit them via Facebook. Please also 
remember your loved ones by not only submitting their names, but by making koliva and attending the holy 
services to offer your own prayers for their eternal rest. Please remember that the names you submit are read 
on all three Saturdays. Please PRINT CLEARLY, AND ONLY BAPTISMAL FIRST NAMES ARE 
NECESSARY. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. The 
meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. There are 
several upcoming Sundays available. If you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the 
Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. The 
sponsor is responsible for bringing the food, but the church will supply the coffee, creamer, juice, and 
paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that the sponsors donate $25 (made payable to 
St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you! 
 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign: As of February 1, 2026, our mortgage balance is $192,942.34. Thank you 
to our Stewards and friends who participated this month, and please help us continue to reduce the mortgage 
to $0 in the near future. 
 
Stewardship Program: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2025 Stewardship Program. If you have 
not yet finished paying your pledge, please do so now. In addition, by whichever method you make your 
payment (cash, check, PayPal, Zelle, Venmo), it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2025” with 
your name so that your account is properly credited.  
 

Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship chairperson. 
The 2026 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we are able to finalize our stewardship rolls 
for last year. Thank you! 

 
2026 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2026 Church calendars 
are available for pickup in the Narthex of the church and in the Cultural Center on the 
table right outside of the Parish office. The calendars are available on a first-come, first-
serve basis. We respectfully request that each stewarding family take only 1 calendar 
per household. Thank you!                    

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/files/Events/Saturday-of-Souls-Form-single.pdf




 
 

 

  



 

 
Prot. No. 38/2026 
 

Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Saint Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople 
 

February 6, 2026 
 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and 
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and 
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, 
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America: 

 
For his memory is immortal, known both by God and mortals. 

(Wisdom of Solomon 14:1, from the Vespers of the Saint) 
 
Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

Saint Photios the Great, Patriarch of Constantinople, is a Hierarch of the Church 
whose fame is truly immortal. The commitment and energy that he devoted to spreading 
the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ throughout the Slavic Lands — while defending 
the good order of the Church against encroachments — are indeed praiseworthy and 
merit our gratitude. It should be clear, then, why our Saint Photios National Shrine 
glorifies his name. For the Shrine, in St. Augustine, Florida, commemorates the first Greek 
Immigrants to the shores of America, and through them, all those who came to this 
Continent seeking a better life and carrying the Orthodox Christian Faith in their hearts. 
 

The word, “apostle,” comes from the Greek that means “one who is sent.” Our 
Immigrant Forebears came to these shores, often sent by their families, either from Greece 
or from Asia Minor. They may not have been sent here for the express purpose of 
evangelizing the New World, but by their very piety and practice, they proved to be 
messengers and defenders of the Orthodox Faith. They founded parishes and built 
churches as soon as they could. These “first-comers” set foundation stones upon which 
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we continue to build right up to this day, “Jesus Christ being the Chief Cornerstone” 
(Ephesians 2:20). 
 

Therefore, just as we keep the memory of Saint Photios the Great immortal, so also, 
we are impelled to keep these heroic dreamers in memory, which is precisely what we 
do through the Saint Photios National Shrine. Let us all make a commitment to support 
the work of the Shrine, and thereby inspire the many “newcomers” to our Faith by the 
example of these “first-comers.” May the Lord, through the intercessions of Saint Photios, 
always grant that we commit to being sent on the mission of our Church, which is One, 
Holy, Catholic and indeed Apostolic! 
 

With paternal love in Christ, 

 

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America 

 



 
ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 
Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ.: 38/2026  

 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἑορτὴ τοῦ Μεγάλου Φωτίου, 

Πατριάρχου Κωνσταντινουπόλεως. 
6 Φεβρουαρίου 2026 

 
Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς 

Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καὶ Διακόνους, τὶς Πρεσβυτέρες καὶ τὶς Διακόνισσες, τοὺς 
Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν 
Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, 
τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, τὶς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 
 
«Ἀθανασία γάρ ἐστιν ἡ µνήµη, ὅτι καὶ παρὰ Θεῷ γινώσκεται καὶ παρὰ ἀνθρώποις»  

(Σοφία Σολοµῶντος 14:1). 
 
Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 
 

Ὁ Μέγας Φώτιος, Πατριάρχης Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, εἶναι ἱεράρχης τῆς 
ἐκκλησίας, τοῦ ὁποίου ἡ µνήµη εἶναι πραγµατικὰ ἀθάνατη. Ὁ ζῆλος του καὶ ἡ 
ἀφοσίωσή του γιὰ τὴ διάδοση τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου τοῦ Κυρίου ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ στὶς 
σλαβικὲς χῶρες, καθὼς καὶ οἱ ἀγῶνες του γιὰ τὴ διατήρηση τῆς τάξεως τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας πολεµώντας τὶς παρεκτροπές, εἶναι ἔργα ἄξια ἐπαίνου καὶ βαθειᾶς 
εὐγνωµοσύνης. Αὐτὸς εἶναι καὶ ὁ λόγος ποὺ τὸ «Ἐθνικὸ Προσκύνηµα τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Φωτίου» τιµᾶ καὶ δοξάζει τὴ µνήµη του. Διότι αὐτὸ τὸ Προσκύνηµα στὸν Ἅγιο 
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Αὐγουστῖνο τῆς Φλώριδας τιµᾶ τοὺς πρῶτους ἕλληνες µετανάστες ποὺ ἔφθασαν στὶς 
ἀκτὲς τῆς Ἀµερικῆς καί, διὰ µέσου αὐτῶν, ὅλους ἐκείνους ποὺ ἦλθαν σ᾽ αὐτὴ τὴν 
ἤπειρο ἀναζητώντας µία καλύτερη ζωή, ἔχοντας στὴν καρδιά τους τὴν ὀρθόδοξη 
χριστιανικὴ πίστη µας. 

Οἱ µετανάστες πρόγονοί µας ἦλθαν σ᾽ αὐτὲς τὶς ἀκτὲς, συχνὰ ἀπεσταλµένοι 
ἀπὸ τὶς οἰκογένειές τους, εἴτε ἀπὸ τὴν Ἑλλάδα εἴτε ἀπὸ τὴ Μικρὰ Ἀσία. Μπορεῖ νὰ 
µὴ ἦλθαν µὲ σκοπὸ νὰ εὐαγγελίσουν τὸ Νέο Κόσµο, παρόλα αὐτὰ µὲ τὴν εὐσέβεια 
καὶ τὴν πίστη τους ἀναδείχθηκαν ἀληθινοὶ µάρτυρες καὶ ἀπόστολοι, ὑπερασπιστὲς 
τῆς ὀρθόδοξης πίστης. Ἵδρυσαν κοινότητες καὶ ἔκτισαν ναοὺς καὶ σχολεῖα ὡς πρῶτο 
τους µέληµα. Αὐτοὶ οἱ «πρωτοπόροι» ἔθεσαν τοὺς θεµέλιους λίθους, πάνω στοὺς 
ὁποίους συνεχίζουµε νὰ οἰκοδοµοῦµε µέχρι καὶ σήµερα, «ἐποικοδοµηθέντες ἐπὶ τῷ 
θεµελίῳ τῶν ἀποστόλων καὶ προφητῶν, ὄντος ἀκρογωνιαίου αὐτοῦ Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ» 
(Ἐφεσ. 2, 20). 

Ὅπως διατηροῦµε ἀθάνατη τὴ µνήµη τοῦ Ἁγίου Φωτίου τοῦ Μεγάλου, µὲ τὸν 
ἴδιο τρόπο ὀφείλουµε νὰ κρατοῦµε ζωντανὴ καὶ τὴ µνήµη αὐτῶν τῶν ἡρωϊκῶν 
ὀνειροπόλων· καὶ αὐτὸ ἀκριβῶς πράττουµε µὲ τὸ «Ἐθνικὸ Προσκύνηµα τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Φωτίου». Ἂς δεσµευθοῦµε ὅλοι νὰ ὑποστηρίζουµε τὸ ἔργο τοῦ Προσκυνήµατος καὶ, 
µὲ αὐτὸν τὸν τρόπο, νὰ ἐµπνέουµε τοὺς πολλοὺς νεοεισερχόµενους στὴν πίστη µας, 
φέρνοντας τὰ πολλὰ παραδείγµατα τῶν «πρώτων εἰσερχοµένων». Εἴθε ὁ Κύριος, διὰ 
τῶν πρεσβειῶν τοῦ Ἁγίου Φωτίου τοῦ Μεγάλου, νὰ µᾶς καταστήσει ἀποστόλους τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας του, ποὺ εἶναι µία, ἁγία, καθολικὴ καὶ πράγµατι ἀποστολική. 

Μετὰ πατρικῶν ἐν Χριστῷ εὐχῶν, 

 

† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 

 


