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GOSPEL READING 
The Gospel According to Mark 16:1-8 

 
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Salome, 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week 
they went to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, "Who will 
roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?" And looking up, they saw that the stone 
was rolled back - it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the 
right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, "Do not be 
amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, He is not here; see the 
place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you." And they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
trembling and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 
 

 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Μᾶρκον 16:1-8 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Διαγενομένου τοῦ Σαββάτου, Μαρία ἡ Μαγδαληνὴ καὶ Μαρία ἡ τοῦ Ἰακώβου καὶ Σαλώμη 
ἠγόρασαν ἀρώματα, ἵνα ἐλθοῦσαι ἀλείψωσιν τὸν Ἰησοῦν. Καὶ λίαν πρωῒ τῇ μιᾷ τῶν 
σαββάτων ἔρχονται ἐπὶ τὸ μνημεῖον ἀνατείλαντος τοῦ ἡλίου. Καὶ ἔλεγον πρὸς ἑαυτάς· Τίς 
ἀποκυλίσει ἡμῖν τὸν λίθον ἐκ τῆς θύρας τοῦ μνημείου; καὶ ἀναβλέψασαι θεωροῦσιν ὅτι 
ἀποκεκύλισται ὁ λίθος· ἦν γὰρ μέγας σφόδρα. Καὶ εἰσελθοῦσαι εἰς τὸ μνημεῖον, εἶδον 
νεανίσκον καθήμενον ἐν τοῖς δεξιοῖς, περιβεβλημένον στολήν λευκήν, καὶ ἐξεθαμβήθησαν· ὁ 
δὲ λέγει αὐταῖς· Μὴ ἐκθαμβεῖσθε, Ἰησοῦν ζητεῖτε τὸν Ναζαρηνὸν τὸν ἐσταυρωμένον, ἠγέρθη, 
οὐκ ἔστιν ᾧδε· ἴδε, ὁ τόπος ὅπου ἔθηκαν αὐτόν, ἀλλ' ὑπάγετε, εἴπατε τοῖς μαθηταῖς αὐτοῦ 
καὶ τῷ Πέτρῳ, ὅτι προάγει ὑμᾶς εἰς τὴν Γαλιλαίαν· ἐκεῖ αὐτὸν ὄψεσθε, καθὼς εἶπεν ὑμῖν. 
Καὶ ἐξελθοῦσαι ταχὺ ἔφυγον ἀπὸ τοῦ μνημείου, εἶχε δὲ αὐτὰς τρόμος καὶ ἔκστασις, καὶ οὐδενὶ 
οὐδὲν εἶπον· ἐφοβοῦντο γάρ. 

 
 



 
 

EPISTLE READING 
The Reading is from Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8 

 
This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Verse: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his mercy endures for ever. 
 

IN THE FIRST BOOK, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 
he had chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from 
me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom of 
lsrael?" He said to them, "it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth." 

 

 
Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 

Πράξεις Ἀποστόλων 1:1-8 
 

Aὕτη ἡ ἡμέρα, ἣν ἐποίησεν ὁ Κύριος· ἀγαλλιασώμεθα καὶ εὐφρανθῶμεν ἐν αὐτῇ 
Στίχ. ἐξομολογεῖσθε τῷ Κυρίῳ, ὅτι ἀγαθός, ὅτι εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα τὸ ἔλεος αὐτοῦ 

 

Τὸν μὲν πρῶτον λόγον ἐποιησάμην περὶ πάντων, ὦ Θεόφιλε, ὧν ἤρξατο ὁ Ἰησοῦς ποιεῖν τε καὶ 
διδάσκειν, ἄχρι ἧς ἡμέρας, ἐντειλάμενος τοῖς ἀποστόλοις διὰ πνεύματος ἁγίου οὓς ἐξελέξατο, 
ἀνελήφθη· οἷς καὶ παρέστησεν ἑαυτὸν ζῶντα μετὰ τὸ παθεῖν αὐτὸν ἐν πολλοῖς τεκμηρίοις, διʼ ἡμερῶν 
τεσσαράκοντα ὀπτανόμενος αὐτοῖς, καὶ λέγων τὰ περὶ τῆς βασιλείας τοῦ θεοῦ. Καὶ συναλιζόμενος 
παρήγγειλεν αὐτοῖς ἀπὸ Ἱεροσολύμων μὴ χωρίζεσθαι, ἀλλὰ περιμένειν τὴν ἐπαγγελίαν τοῦ πατρός, 
Ἣν ἠκούσατέ μου· ὅτι Ἰωάννης μὲν ἐβάπτισεν ὕδατι, ὑμεῖς δὲ βαπτισθήσεσθε ἐν πνεύματι ἁγίῳ οὐ 
μετὰ πολλὰς ταύτας ἡμέρας. Οἱ μὲν οὖν συνελθόντες ἐπηρώτων αὐτὸν λέγοντες, Κύριε, εἰ ἐν τῷ 
χρόνῳ τούτῳ ἀποκαθιστάνεις τὴν βασιλείαν τῷ Ἰσραήλ; Εἶπεν δὲ πρὸς αὐτούς, Οὐχ ὑμῶν ἐστιν 
γνῶναι χρόνους ἢ καιροὺς οὓς ὁ πατὴρ ἔθετο ἐν τῇ ἰδίᾳ ἐξουσίᾳ. Ἀλλὰ λήψεσθε δύναμιν, ἐπελθόντος 
τοῦ ἁγίου πνεύματος ἐφʼ ὑμᾶς· καὶ ἔσεσθέ μοι μάρτυρες ἔν τε Ἱερουσαλήμ, καὶ ἐν πάσῃ τῇ Ἰουδαίᾳ 
καὶ Σαμαρείᾳ, καὶ ἕως ἐσχάτου τῆς γῆς. 

 
 

 

PLEASE RSVP to mattstolarczyk@cs.com  by Thursday, May 17th 
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GOSPEL READING 

The Reading is from the Gospel of John 1:1-17 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that 
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. 
 
The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after 
me ranks before me, for he was before me.'") And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 
ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ἰωάννην 1:1-17 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 
 

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ Λόγος, καὶ ὁ Λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν Θεόν, καὶ Θεὸς ἦν ὁ Λόγος. Οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν Θεόν. 
πάντα δι᾽ αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο οὐδὲ ἓν ὃ γέγονεν. ἐν αὐτῷ ζωὴ ἦν, καὶ ἡ ζωὴ ἦν τὸ φῶς 
τῶν ἀνθρώπων. καὶ τὸ φῶς ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ φαίνει, καὶ ἡ σκοτία αὐτὸ οὐ κατέλαβεν.  
 
᾿Εγένετο ἄνθρωπος ἀπεσταλμένος παρὰ Θεοῦ, ὄνομα αὐτῷ ᾿Ιωάννης· οὗτος ἦλθεν εἰς μαρτυρίαν, ἵνα 
μαρτυρήσῃ περὶ τοῦ φωτός, ἵνα πάντες πιστεύσωσι δι᾽ αὐτοῦ. οὐκ ἦν ἐκεῖνος τὸ φῶς, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα μαρτυρήσῃ 
περὶ τοῦ φωτός. ῏Ην τὸ φῶς τὸ ἀληθινόν, ὃ φωτίζει πάντα ἄνθρωπον ἐρχόμενον εἰς τὸν κόσμον. ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ 
ἦν, καὶ ὁ κόσμος δι᾽ αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο, καὶ ὁ κόσμος αὐτὸν οὐκ ἔγνω. εἰς τὰ ἴδια ἦλθε, καὶ οἱ ἴδιοι αὐτὸν οὐ 
παρέλαβον.  ὅσοι δὲ ἔλαβον αὐτόν, ἔδωκεν αὐτοῖς ἐξουσίαν τέκνα Θεοῦ γενέσθαι, τοῖς πιστεύουσιν εἰς τὸ 
ὄνομα αὐτοῦ, οἳ οὐκ ἐξ αἱμάτων, οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος σαρκός, οὐδὲ ἐκ θελήματος ἀνδρός, ἀλλ᾽ ἐκ Θεοῦ 
ἐγεννήθησαν.  
 
Καὶ ὁ Λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν ἐν ἡμῖν, καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα τὴν δόξαν αὐτοῦ, δόξαν ὡς μονογενοῦς 
παρὰ πατρός, πλήρης χάριτος καὶ ἀληθείας. ᾿Ιωάννης μαρτυρεῖ περὶ αὐτοῦ καὶ κέκραγε λέγων· οὗτος ἦν ὃν 
εἶπον, ὁ ὀπίσω μου ἐρχόμενος ἔμπροσθέν μου γέγονεν, ὅτι πρῶτός μου ἦν. Καὶ ἐκ τοῦ πληρώματος αὐτοῦ 
ἡμεῖς πάντες ἐλάβομεν, καὶ χάριν ἀντὶ χάριτος· ὅτι ὁ νόμος διὰ Μωϋσέως ἐδόθη, ἡ χάρις καὶ ἡ ἀλήθεια διὰ 
᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἐγένετο. 



 
  



 

  



  
May Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos 
Poor Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local 
charity. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for May benefit Lord's Pantry in Downingtown. You 
can learn more about this worthwhile organization at https://www.lordspantryofdowningtown.org.  
Please pray for those affected who are helped by Lord's Pantry as well as those who work on their 
behalf.   
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at: 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to St. Sophia 
Philoptochos and indicate Poor Box on the memo line.  God bless you and thank you for your 
generosity! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the following individuals who read the prayers during the Salutations to the 
Theotokos, Compline Services, Presanctified Liturgies and Holy Week: 

Readers: 
Elaine Piligian, Maria Richie, Vasilios Tatsis, Presv. Katherine Thornberg, Eleni Trontsios and Irene 
Tsokas 

Chanters: 
Thank you to Peter Balos, George Coutavas. Tom Cox, Brian Fitzgerald, Bob and Coleen Moses, 
Serafim Notaras, and Ilias Thomloudis for their service to our parish. Thank you also to our Altar 
Servers (readers)  

Thank you to the following individuals/families who decorated or sponsored the icon of 
the Panagia for the Salutations to the Theotokos: 
Georgiana Kane; Ana Sinoimeri and Maria Nasi; Sofia and Vasilios Tatsis; Nick and Eleni 
Trontsios; and Sofia Kalderemtzis, Sofia Tatsis, and Irene Tsokas. 
 
Daffodils for Sunday of the Holy Cross were donated by Peggy Happas; Sofia Kalderemtzis; 
Peggy Kostomite; Despina Kourtidis; Maria Papadimitriou; Sofia Tatsis; and Irene Tsokas. 

https://www.lordspantryofdowningtown.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EASTER EGGS are fun, but do you know where they came from? The ancient idea of the egg  
as a symbol for new life was adopted by early Christians to become the symbol of Christ’s 
resurrection. According to tradition, Mary Magdalene gained an audience in Rome with the 
emperor after the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ. She denounced Pilate for his handling 
of Jesus' trial and then began to talk with Caesar about Jesus' resurrection. She picked up a hen's 
egg from the dinner table to illustrate her point about resurrection. Caesar was 
unmoved and replied that there was as much chance of a human being returning 
to life as there was for the egg to turn red. Immediately, the egg miraculously 
turned red in her hand! It is because of this tradition that Orthodox Christians 
exchange red eggs at Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
May 4-5, 2024 

Holy Saturday – Easter Sunday 
Resurrection Service of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

The Divine Liturgy According to St. John Chrysostom 
 
 
St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage 
Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10. 
 
Agape Service: The Agape Service will take place at 12 noon on Easter Sunday. As is tradition, the 
Gospel will be read in several languages. Please try to attend this beautiful service. 
 
Readers for Agape Service:  We are looking for readers for the Agape Service. As tradition, the Gospel 
is read in several languages. We have the Gospel available in Latin, French, German, Spanish and many, 
many more languages. If anyone would like to read in any other language, the specific Gospel reading 
is John 20:19-25. Please contact Fr. Peter or Tom Cox if you are interested. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt: The children of the parish are invited to join us for an Easter Egg Hunt following the 
Agape Service on Easter Sunday. 
 
Office Closed for Bright Monday:  In observance of Bright Monday, the Parish Office will be closed this 
Monday, May 6th. 
 
Graduates Wanted:  Is your son or daughter graduating from high school or college this year? If so, 
please email the Parish office TODAY so that we can acknowledge their achievements on Sunday, May 
19th. Please provide the following information: Name of graduate; Name of school from which he/she is 
graduating (high school, vocational-tech school, or college/university); Diploma/Degree received; Where 
attending college in the fall; Will be studying/ majoring in? This information MUST be received by 
MONDAY, MAY 6th to be acknowledged in church on May 19th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please Update Your Contact Information: Have you moved recently? Are you receiving our weekly 
emails and occasional phone calls? If any of your contact information has changed (emails, phone 
numbers, address) please send an email to the Parish office at office@saintsophiachurch.org to update 
this information. Thank you! 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. The 
meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. The next meeting of the Senior Parea 
will take place on Thursday, May 9, 2024. There will be no meeting on Holy Thursday, May 2nd. 
 
Sponsor Coffee Hour! If you are interested in hosting a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour 
Sponsor Sheet on the window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table. We need 
sponsors for the coming weeks. Please note that the church will supply coffee, creamer, juice, and 
paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that coffee hour sponsors donate $25 
(payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these expenses. Thank you! 
 
Spring General Assembly: The Spring General Assembly meeting will take place on Saturday, May 
11, 2024, at 10:00 am in the Fr. John A. Limberakis Cultural Center.  
 
Please note that to vote in the General Assembly, you must have returned a 2024 Stewardship 
Commitment (Pledge) Form and be current in your commitment. For your convenience, pledge forms are 
available at the Pangari and on our website https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/stewardship.   
 
AHEPA Track & Field: The 47th Annual AHEPA Track and Field Meet will take place on Saturday, 
May 11th (rain date Sunday May 12th) at 10:00 am at Drexel Hill Middle School.  All children ages 5 and 
up are welcome to participate and no experience is necessary!  There will be races and field events 
starting at 50 meters and up.  Adults are welcome to participate as well!   
 
If you'd like to join "Team Saint Sophia", please email Coach Donna or Coach Lou 
(donnachristou@gmail.com or christoulou69@gmail.com) with your child's name and birthdate and they 
will be added to the roster.  We are looking forward to having a great team again this year!!   
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