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ENTRANCE HYMNS      
 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Katelisas to Stavro (“By Thy Cross Destroyed”) 
O Death didst Thou destroy by Thy Cross. Thou opened Paradise to the Thief and the laments of the 
myrrhbearers didst Thou change and to Thine own Apostles command them to announce that Thou had risen 
O Christ our  God, Who gives to the World Thy Great Mercy. 
 
Apolytikion for the Holy Fathers – Iperdhedhoxasmenos I, Christe (“Supremely glorified are You, O 
Christ”) 
Supremely blessed are You, O Christ our God. You established the holy Fathers upon the earth as beacons, 
and through them You have guided us all to the true Faith, O greatly merciful One, glory be to You. 
 
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape  
 
Greek 
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ 
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι 
Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.  
 
English Phonetics for Greek 
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon 
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi 
yper pandon imon. 
 
English 
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and 
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds: 
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all. 
 
Seasonal Kontakion – Prostasia ton Christianon (“O unfailing protection of Christians”) 
O unfailing protection of Christians, and our faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not 
ignore our entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you in faith. Quickly make 
intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor 
you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8briW1lwixN4UYG2v-hinxlbr2ZzM3u3d1J9jyKfWop5urw/viewform


 
The Choir is Looking for New Members: Can you sing? Do you play piano? The 
choir is looking to expand our membership. All are welcome to sit in on our 
rehearsals and/or Liturgies to learn more about our music and to see if the choir is 
right for you.  Please call Tom Cox with questions (215-859-1009) or email him at 
tcox@myisolutions.com. Thank you!  
 
Communion wine as a church donation: Communion wine is always needed by the church.  If you 
would like to donate wine, Fr. Symeon prefers the following wines: Nama Byzantino Sweet Red Wine 
OR St. John Commandaria (of Cyprus). 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors Needed: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If 
you are interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on 
the window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church 
will supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask 
that coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these 
expenses. Thank you! 
 
Stewardship: Our fixed costs are ever present. Please remember to fulfill your pledges (or send in 
your pledge if you have not yet done so) as we resume our ministries and activities this fall. God bless 
you for your support of our parish! 
 
Mortgage Reduction Reminder: Earlier this year we had a generous offer of a $100,000 match on 
contributions to our Mortgage Reduction Program.  We have received just over half of this amount 
through August, and like Stewardship, have seen a dropoff in Mortgage Reduction contributions over 
the summer.  Please help us obtain the matching funds – which will reduce our mortgage by more 
than 1/3 by resuming your monthly Mortgage Reduction contributions. 
 
Food & Craft Fair: Volunteers are needed to help in the kitchen and restaurant during the upcoming 
Food & Craft Fair on Friday, November 8th through Sunday, November 10th. IN ADDITION, we can 
also use help on Saturday afternoon, November 2nd, from Noon – 4pm and IF NECESSARY, Monday 
evening, November 4th, from 6pm to 8pm, to set up the hall. Please take a moment to sign up using 
the Signup Genius link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054CACAF2CA3F58-52236492-stsophia 
 

We ask that ALL our volunteers use the SignUpGenius so that we know in advance which areas 
have sufficient help and which do not. If you are planning to help but cannot use the SignUpGenius, 
please let us know so that we can put you on the schedule. 
 

 
Epistle Reading 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to Titus 3:8-15 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers. 
Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

 
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed 
in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. 
But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are 
unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing 
more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
 
When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided 
to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that 
they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of 
urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. 
 
All who are with me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. 
Amen. 

 
 

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς 
Πρὸς Τίτον 3:8-15 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ Θεὸς τῶν Πατέρων ἡμῶν. 
Στίχ. Ὅτι δίκαιος εἶ ἐπὶ πᾶσιν, οἷς ἐποίησας ἡμῖν. 

 
Τέκνον Τίτε, πιστὸς ὁ λόγος, καὶ περὶ τούτων βούλομαί σε διαβεβαιοῦσθαι, ἵνα φροντίζωσιν καλῶν 
ἔργων προΐστασθαι οἱ πεπιστευκότες θεῷ. ταῦτά ἐστιν καλὰ καὶ ὠφέλιμα τοῖς ἀνθρώποις · μωρὰς 
δὲ ζητήσεις καὶ γενεαλογίας καὶ ἔριν καὶ μάχας νομικὰς περιΐστασο, εἰσὶν γὰρ ἀνωφελεῖς καὶ 
μάταιοι. αιῥετικὸν ἄνθρωπον μετὰ μίαν καὶ δευτέραν νουθεσίαν παραιτοῦ, εἰδὼς ὅτι ἐξέστραπται 
ὁ τοιοῦτος καὶ ἁμαρτάνει, ὢν αὐτοκατάκριτος. Ὅταν πέμψω Ἀρτεμᾶν πρὸς σὲ ἢ Τυχικόν, 
σπούδασον ἐλθεῖν πρός με εἰς Νικόπολιν, ἐκεῖ γὰρ κέκρικα παραχειμάσαι. Ζηνᾶν τὸν νομικὸν καὶ 
Ἀπολλῶν σπουδαίως πρόπεμψον, ἵνα μηδὲν αὐτοῖς λείπῃ. μανθανέτωσαν δὲ καὶ οἱ ἡμέτεροι 
καλῶν ἔργων προΐστασθαι εἰς τὰς ἀναγκαίας χρείας, ἵνα μὴ ὦσιν ἄκαρποι. Ἀσπάζονταί σε οἱ μετ 
᾽ἐμοῦ πάντες. Ἄσπασαι τοὺς φιλοῦντας ἡμᾶς ἐν πίστει. ἡ χάρις μετὰ πάντων ὑμῶν. 

 

tel:215-859-1009
mailto:tcox@myisolutions.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054CACAF2CA3F58-52236492-stsophia


 
GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel According to Luke 8:5-15 
 

The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the 
path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock; and 
as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the 
thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold." 
And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, "To you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not 
see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The 
ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from 
their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of 
temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go 
on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not 
mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest 
and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience." As he said these things, he cried out "He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear." 

 

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ 
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ  Λουκᾶν 8:5-15 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

 
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἐξῆλθεν ὁ σπείρων τοῦ σπεῖραι τὸν σπόρον αὐτοῦ. καὶ ἐν 
τῷ σπείρειν αὐτὸν ὃ μὲν ἔπεσε παρὰ τὴν ὁδόν, καὶ κατεπατήθη, καὶ τὰ πετεινὰ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ 
κατέφαγεν αὐτό· καὶ ἕτερον ἔπεσεν ἐπὶ τὴν πέτραν, καὶ φυὲν ἐξηράνθη διὰ τὸ μὴ ἔχειν ἰκμάδα· καὶ 
ἕτερον ἔπεσεν ἐν μέσῳ τῶν ἀκανθῶν, καὶ συμφυεῖσαι αἱ ἄκανθαι ἀπέπνιξαν αὐτό. καὶ ἕτερον 
ἔπεσεν εἰς τὴν γῆν τὴν ἀγαθήν, καὶ φυὲν ἐποίησε καρπὸν κατονταπλασίονα. ταῦτα λέγων ἐφώνει· 
ὁ ἔχων ὦτα ἀκούειν ἀκουέτω. ᾿Επηρώτων δὲ αὐτὸν οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ λέγοντες· τίς εἴη ἡ παραβολὴ 
αὕτη; ὁ δὲ εἶπεν· ὑμῖν δέδοται γνῶναι τὰ μυστήρια τῆς βασιλείας τοῦ Θεοῦ, τοῖς δὲ λοιποῖς ἐν 
παραβολαῖς, ἵνα βλέποντες μὴ βλέπωσι καὶ ἀκούοντες μὴ συνιῶσιν. ἔστι δὲ αὕτη ἡ παραβολή· ὁ 
σπόρος ἐστὶν ὁ λόγος τοῦ Θεοῦ· οἱ δὲ παρὰ τὴν ὁδόν εἰσιν οἱ ἀκούσαντες, εἶτα ἔρχεται ὁ διάβολος 
καὶ αἴρει τὸν λόγον ἀπὸ τῆς καρδίας αὐτῶν, ἵνα μὴ πιστεύσαντες σωθῶσιν. οἱ δὲ ἐπὶ τῆς πέτρας 
οἳ ὅταν ἀκούσωσι, μετὰ χαρᾶς δέχονται τὸν λόγον, καὶ οὗτοι ῥίζαν οὐκ ἔχουσιν, οἳ πρὸς καιρὸν 
πιστεύουσι καὶ ἐν καιρῷ πειρασμοῦ ἀφίστανται. τὸ δὲ εἰς τὰς ἀκάνθας πεσόν, οὗτοί εἰσιν οἱ 
ἀκούσαντες, καὶ ὑπὸ μεριμνῶν καὶ πλούτου καὶ ἡδονῶν τοῦ βίου πορευόμενοι συμπνίγονται καὶ οὐ 
τελεσφοροῦσι. τὸ δὲ ἐν τῇ καλῇ γῇ, οὗτοί εἰσιν οἵτινες ἐν καρδίᾳ καλῇ καὶ ἀγαθῇ ἀκούσαντες τὸν 
λόγον κατέχουσι καὶ καρποφοροῦσιν ἐν ὑπομονῇ. ταῦτα λέγων ἐφώνει· ὁ ἔχων ὦτα ἀκούειν 
ἀκουέτω. 

 
 
October Poor Box Donations 
Thank you for considering a gift! 
 
Please consider supporting the philanthropic outreach of our Church through the Philoptochos Poor 
Box located in the Pangari. Each month 100% of the donations are designated for a local charity. 
 
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for October will be provided to Holy Protection/Agia 
Skepi Monastery in White Haven, PA. You can learn more about this worthwhile organization at 
www.holyprotectionmonastery.org.  
 
Please pray for the sisters at Agia Skepi. Please consider donating to this worthwhile charity at 
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html or submit a check payable to 
St. Sophia Philoptochos adding “poor box” to the memo line.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holyprotectionmonastery.org/
http://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle, 
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several 
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our 
Mortgage Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.       
 
Memorial: Today’s memorial is chanted for the soul of Anna Skylakon (1 year), beloved mother of  
Alexis (Roger) Witt. She was a loving grandmother to Melissa, Christopher, the late Alexandra, Nicole, 
Chloe, Melanie, and Stephen. She was also blessed with four great-grandchildren, Harper, Liam, Cole, 
and Alexa. Anna was preceded in death by her husband Alexander and sons John and Peter Skylakon. 
May her memory be eternal. 
 
Coffee Hour: Today’s coffee hour is offered by Roger and Alexis Witt in loving memory of Anna 
Skylakon. 
 
LAST CALL -- Register for Youth Ministries: If you have not yet registered your child(ren) for our 
Youth Ministries, you can do so by using just one online registration form. Just click on the link that 
follows to register -- YOUTH. 
 
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. 
The meetings take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon.  
  
Sponsor Coffee Hour: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored coffee hour recently. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour, please sign up on the Coffee Hour Sponsor Sheet on the 
window at the back of the hall near the coffee/refreshments table.  Please note that the church will 
supply coffee, creamer, juice, and paper products to eliminate waste and clutter. We ask that 
coffee hour sponsors donate $25 (made payable to St. Sophia Church) to offset these 
expenses. Thank you! 
 
Christmas Pageant Rehearsals: This year’s Christmas Pageant will take place on December 22nd. 
Rehearsals will take place immediately following Holy Communion on the following dates: October 13, 
27; November 3, 10, 17, 24; December 8, 15. For more information, see Dr. Marianne Nikas, Mrs. 
Cathy Cox or Ms. Carla Johnson. 
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