February 20, 2022
Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Leo, Bishop of CataniaAgathus, Pope of Rome
Bessarion the Great



ENTRANCE HYMNS
Resurrectional Apolytikion – Ote Katilthes (“When Thou Descended”)
When You descended to the Realm of Death, You, the Life that is deathless, then did You Hades lifeless
rend with the Lightning of Divineness. And when You did raise up those dead from deep within the
earth, Then did all the powers that are in the Heavens above cry out, O Lifegiving Christ, You Who are
our God, Glory to You.
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape
Greek
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες
Χριστώ καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.
English Phonetics for Greek
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo
karpon idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti;
meth’ on dysopi yper pandon imon.
English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified,
and you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive
deeds: your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for
us all.
Seasonal Kontakion –Tis patroas dhoxis sou (“From Your fatherly glory”)

I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You gave me.*
Hence to You, using the Prodigal's words, I cry out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving Father.* O receive
me in repentance, * I pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired hands.

Epistle Reading

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20
The Lord is my strength and my song.
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely.
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but I
will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and God
will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members
of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For, as it is written, "The two shall become one flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes
one spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the
immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God.

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς

Πρὸς Κορινθίους α' 6:12-2 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα.
Ἰσχύς μου καὶ ὕμνησίς μου ὁ Κύριος.
Στίχ. Παιδεύων ἐπαίδευσέ με ὁ Κύριος.
Ἀδελφοί, πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐ πάντα συμφέρει· πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλʼ οὐκ ἐγὼ
ἐξουσιασθήσομαι ὑπό τινος. Τὰ βρώματα τῇ κοιλίᾳ, καὶ ἡ κοιλία τοῖς βρώμασιν· ὁ δὲ θεὸς καὶ ταύτην
καὶ ταῦτα καταργήσει. Τὸ δὲ σῶμα οὐ τῇ πορνείᾳ, ἀλλὰ τῷ κυρίῳ, καὶ ὁ κύριος τῷ σώματι· ὁ δὲ
θεὸς καὶ τὸν κύριον ἤγειρεν καὶ ἡμᾶς ἐξεγερεῖ διὰ τῆς δυνάμεως αὐτοῦ. Οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι τὰ σώματα
ὑμῶν μέλη Χριστοῦ ἐστιν; Ἄρας οὖν τὰ μέλη τοῦ Χριστοῦ ποιήσω πόρνης μέλη; Μὴ γένοιτο. Οὐκ
οἴδατε ὅτι ὁ κολλώμενος τῇ πόρνῃ ἓν σῶμά ἐστιν; Ἔσονται γάρ, φησίν, οἱ δύο εἰς σάρκα μίαν. Ὁ δὲ
κολλώμενος τῷ κυρίῳ ἓν πνεῦμά ἐστιν. Φεύγετε τὴν πορνείαν. Πᾶν ἁμάρτημα ὃ ἐὰν ποιήσῃ
ἄνθρωπος ἐκτὸς τοῦ σώματός ἐστιν· ὁ δὲ πορνεύων εἰς τὸ ἴδιον σῶμα ἁμαρτάνει. Ἢ οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι
τὸ σῶμα ὑμῶν ναὸς τοῦ ἐν ὑμῖν ἁγίου πνεύματός ἐστιν, οὗ ἔχετε ἀπὸ θεοῦ; Καὶ οὐκ ἐστὲ ἑαυτῶν,
ἠγοράσθητε γὰρ τιμῆς· δοξάσατε δὴ τὸν θεὸν ἐν τῷ σώματι ὑμῶν, καὶ ἐν τῷ πνεύματι ὑμῶν, ἅτινά
ἐστιν τοῦ θεοῦ.

GOSPEL READING

The Gospel According to Luke 15:11-32
The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said
to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided his living
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey
into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent
everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and
joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine.
And he would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I
will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants,
'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet;
and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make merry. Now his elder son
was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And
he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.'
But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered
his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet
you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said
to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"

Souper Bowl of Caring Continues: Our parish will continue collecting food throughout the Lenten
period. The food will be distributed to the needy in our surrounding communities. Year round, St. Sophia
supports local food pantries in the areas in which our stewards live -- Manna on Main Street (Lansdale),
Our Daily Bread (Collegeville), and PACS (Phoenixville), to name a few.
40th Anniversary Commemorative Mugs: The mugs are still available at the
back of the Cultural Center, and the suggested donation is $10 each. Please
indicate the number of mugs you wish to order and/or any donation you wish to
make using the SignUpGenius. Please use this link to order yours today:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044CA4AC29A20-40th.
Payment may be made by check or by using the donation options found at the
bottom of the SignUpGenius page.
St. Sophia Give-a-Brick Program Update: The third phase of the brick program is under way. We
thank all those who have taken part in this program. Please check out the installation area under the
flags to see previously sponsored bricks and pavers. This program has been very successful and has
helped to raise money for our church needs.
If you did not have a chance to be a sponsor of this program previously, please fill out a Brick Form
(available at the Pangari) and bring it to the Parish office, or see Peter Patukas. We will be ordering
more in the next few months once we have enough sponsored pavers and bricks for the factory to
produce. A minimum of 10 is needed.
Stewardship: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2021 Stewardship Program. If you have not
yet finished paying your pledge, please do so as soon as possible. In addition, when paying by check,
it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2021” or “Stewardship 2022” on the memo line so that
your account is properly credited. Also, if you make cash donations, please be sure to include your
name either on the outside of the envelope or on a slip of paper attached to the cash.
Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship
chairperson. 2022 Stewardship Commitment Forms are now available at the Pangari and on the
table outside of the Parish office.
Senior Citizen Ministry: St. Sophia’s Senior Parea is open to all senior citizens of the community. The
meetings normally take place on Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon, HOWEVER, they are being
paused due to the rise in COVID numbers. Hopefully the meetings will resume soon. Stay tuned for
updates.
In Case of Emergency: If you are having an extreme medical emergency ONLY and are in need
of an Orthodox priest, please call the Parish office at 610-650-8960.

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 15:11-32 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα
Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις εἶχε δύο υἱούς. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ νεώτερος
αὐτῶν τῷ πατρί· πάτερ, δός μοι τὸ ἐπιβάλλον μέρος τῆς οὐσίας. καὶ διεῖλεν αὐτοῖς τὸν βίον.
καὶ μετ᾿ οὐ πολλὰς ἡμέρας συναγαγὼν ἅπαντα ὁ νεώτερος υἱὸς ἀπεδήμησεν εἰς χώραν
μακράν, καὶ ἐκεῖ διεσκόρπισε τὴν οὐσίαν αὐτοῦ ζῶν ἀσώτως. δαπανήσαντος δὲ αὐτοῦ
πάντα ἐγένετο λιμὸς ἰσχυρὸς κατὰ τὴν χώραν ἐκείνην, καὶ αὐτὸς ἤρξατο ὑστερεῖσθαι. καὶ
πορευθεὶς ἐκολλήθη ἑνὶ τῶν πολιτῶν τῆς χώρας ἐκείνης, καὶ ἔπεμψεν αὐτὸν εἰς τοὺς ἀγροὺς
αὐτοῦ βόσκειν χοίρους. καὶ ἐπεθύμει γεμίσαι τὴν κοιλίαν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν κερατίων ὧν
ἤσθιον οἱ χοῖροι, καὶ οὐδεὶς ἐδίδου αὐτῷ. εἰς ἑαυτὸν δὲ ἐλθὼν εἶπε· πόσοι μίσθιοι τοῦ
πατρός μου περισσεύουσιν ἄρτων, ἐγὼ δὲ λιμῷ ἀπόλλυμαι! ἀναστὰς πορεύσομαι πρὸς
τὸν πατέρα μου καὶ ἐρῶ αὐτῷ· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου. οὐκέτι
εἰμὶ ἄξιος κληθῆναι υἱός σου· ποίησόν με ὡς ἕνα τῶν μισθίων σου. καὶ ἀναστὰς ἦλθε πρὸς
τὸν πατέρα αὐτοῦ. ἔτι δὲ αὐτοῦ μακρὰν ἀπέχοντος εἶδεν αὐτὸν ὁ πατὴρ αὐτοῦ καὶ
ἐσπλαγχνίσθη, καὶ δραμὼν ἐπέπεσεν ἐπὶ τὸν τράχηλον αὐτοῦ καὶ κατεφίλησεν αὐτόν. εἶπε
δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ υἱός· πάτερ, ἥμαρτον εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν καὶ ἐνώπιόν σου, καὶ οὐκέτι εἰμὶ ἄξιος
κληθῆναι υἱός σου. εἶπε δὲ ὁ πατὴρ πρὸς τοὺς δούλους αὐτοῦ· ἐξενέγκατε τὴν στολὴν τὴν
πρώτην καὶ ἐνδύσατε αὐτόν, καὶ δότε δακτύλιον εἰς τὴν χεῖρα αὐτοῦ καὶ ὑποδήματα εἰς τοὺς
πόδας, καὶ ἐνέγκαντες τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτὸν θύσατε, καὶ φαγόντες εὐφρανθῶμεν, ὅτι
οὗτος ὁ υἱός μου νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη. καὶ ἤρξαντο
εὐφραίνεσθαι. ῏Ην δὲ ὁ υἱὸς αὐτοῦ ὁ πρεσβύτερος ἐν ἀγρῷ· καὶ ὡς ἐρχόμενος ἤγγισε τῇ
οἰκίᾳ, ἤκουσε συμφωνίας καὶ χορῶν, καὶ προσκαλεσάμενος ἕνα τῶν παίδων ἐπυνθάνετο τί
εἴη ταῦτα. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου ἥκει καὶ ἔθυσεν ὁ πατήρ σου τὸν μόσχον τὸν
σιτευτόν, ὅτι ὑγιαίνοντα αὐτὸν ἀπέλαβεν. ὠργίσθη δὲ καὶ οὐκ ἤθελεν εἰσελθεῖν. ὁ οὖν πατὴρ
αὐτοῦ ἐξελθὼν παρεκάλει αὐτόν. ὁ δὲ ἀποκριθεὶς εἶπε τῷ πατρί· ἰδοὺ τοσαῦτα ἔτη δουλεύω
σοι καὶ οὐδέποτε ἐντολήν σου παρῆλθον, καὶ ἐμοὶ οὐδέποτε ἔδωκας ἔριφον ἵνα μετὰ τῶν
φίλων μου εὐφρανθῶ· ὅτε δὲ ὁ υἱός σου οὗτος, ὁ καταφαγών σου τὸν βίον μετὰ πορνῶν,
ἦλθεν, ἔθυσας αὐτῷ τὸν μόσχον τὸν σιτευτόν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· τέκνον, σὺ πάντοτε μετ᾿
ἐμοῦ εἶ, καὶ πάντα τὰ ἐμὰ σά ἐστιν· εὐφρανθῆναι δὲ καὶ χαρῆναι ἔδει, ὅτι ὁ ἀδελφός σου
οὗτος νεκρὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέζησε, καὶ ἀπολωλὼς ἦν καὶ εὑρέθη.
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St. Sophia/Ss Faith, Hope & Agape Vigil Candle: If you are interested in sponsoring a vigil candle,
please see a Parish Council member at the Pangari – no advance signup necessary and several
individuals or families can sponsor each week. The proceeds of these donations will go to our Mortgage
Reduction Fund. Each vigil candle lasts one week; the asking donation is $10.
Coffee Hour: Thank you to Irene Tsokas for offering today’s coffee hour on the 109th anniversary of the
Independence of Ioannina and in memory of the lives lost during that war. Enclosed is a brief write-up
about the war that liberated Ioannina in 1913.
Saturday of Souls: The first Saturday of Souls is Saturday, February 26th. Forms for the names of
the departed are available at the Pangari (also enclosed). Please submit your form to the Parish
Office as soon as possible. Please remember that the names you submit are read on all three Saturdays.
Please PRINT CLEARLY, AND ONLY BAPTISMAL FIRST NAMES ARE NECESSARY.
St. Sophia Choir: If you are a returning member of our choir or would like to join the choir, please see
Tom Cox. Our choir will be starting up again soon to sing the beautiful hymns of our holy Orthodox faith.
AHEPA Super Bowl Pool: The winners of the AHEPA VFC 432 Online Super Bowl Block pool are:
Roger Witt, John Papadimitriou, Maria Tsipras, and Ted Stolarczyk. Thanks to all who participated
especially for those who have donated blocks/winnings in support of AHEPA Power District 4 charities.
AHEPA NEWS: Last Sunday the local AHEPA VFC 432, completed its welcoming/initiation of our 2
newest members for 2022 -- John Pogas and Kostandinos Misiriotis.
Additionally, we held our chapter elections, for following positions for calendar year 2022:
Chapter President - Matthew Stolarczyk
Chapter Vice President - Alexander Nikas

Chapter Secretary - Nikolaos Tsouros
Chapter Treasurer - Socratis Tsipras

Along with all our chapter members, we will continue the charitable mission of AHEPA. For the latest
Chapter news, visit our updated web page -- https://ahepapowerdistrict4.com/chapter/432. For any/all
interested in joining or obtaining information about AHEPA, please contact our Chapter President, at
mattstolarczyk@cs.com or 215-740-8841.

The Ladies Philoptochos Society has a designated Poor Box in the Narthex to
help fund its mission to aid those in need.
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for the month of February benefit the King
family of Quakertown, whose father and two sons perished in a house fire on Christmas.
You may send checks to the church to the attention of Philoptochos/Poor Box Donations
or donate at https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html.
Thank you for your support!

Celebrating the Liberation of Ioannina
FEBRUARY 21, 1913

Ioannina, the largest city of Epirus, was incorporated into the Greek state on the 21st of February
1913, after the Battle of Bizani in the Balkan Wars. The city’s formal name, Ioannina, means “Town of
John” in Greek.
The Battle of Bizani was an action in the Balkan Wars fought between January 10 and February
20, 1913, between the Greek army (41,000 men) and the last Ottoman army ever to
enter Macedonia or Epirus (30,000 men).

over…

The initial Greek attacks on January 11 and 12 were repelled by the Turks with heavy losses for the
Greek side. However, on February 20, 1913, the Greek Army attacked again, out-flanking the Turks on
the west while occupying their forces in the east and the centre. The Ottoman Army was taken by
surprise and their commander, Esad Pasha, surrendered at the dawn of February 21 at Emin Agha Inn
– the headquarters of the Greek Army.
At the outbreak of the war, the Greek Army on the Epirus front did not have the numbers to initiate an
offensive against the German-designed defensive positions in Bizani. However, after the campaign in
Macedonia was over, many Greek troops were redeployed to Epirus, where Crown
Prince Constantine himself assumed command. In the battle that followed, the Ottoman positions were
breached, and Ioannina was taken. Despite having a slight numerical advantage, this was not the
decisive factor in the Greek victory. Instead, “solid operational planning” by the Greeks was vital as it
helped them implement a well-coordinated and executed assault that did not allow the Ottoman forces
time to react.
The Ottoman defeat leads to the capture of Ioannina in Epirus.
Greek casualties amounted to 812 dead and 1,499 wounded.
Ioannina, Epirus had a population of 111,740 inhabitants in the year 2011. It lies at an elevation of
approximately 500 meters above sea level, on the western shore of lake Pamvotis. It is located within
the Ioannina municipality and is the capital of the Ioannina regional unit and the region of Epirus.
Ioannina is located 450 km northwest of Athens, 290 km southwest of Thessaloniki and 80 km east of
the port of Igoumenitsa in the Ionian Sea.
Ioannina has a Mediterranean climate tempered by its inland location and elevation. Summers are
typically hot and dry, while winters are wet and colder than on the coast. Botanically, the region of
Ioannina is dominated by robust, fragrant pine trees, many of which grow within the city itself,
especially around the old castle or fortress walls.
Tomorrow will mark the 109th anniversary of the Independence of Ioannina, and there will be huge
celebrations all over the town and in the Epirus region, with plenty of traditional food, music, and
dancing.
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