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ENTRANCE HYMNS
Resurrectional Apolytikion - Effrenestho ta Ourania (“Let the Heavens Above Rejoice”)
Let the heavens above rejoice, and all those here on the earth, on the earth, be glad. A mighty feat of strength
has been wrought by the arm of the Lord. O Death has he trampled down with his own death. First-born among
the dead has He become, from the womb of Hades has He delivered us and has granted to the world His Great
Mercy.
Apolytikion for Pre-Theophany – Etimazou, Zavoulon (“O Zabulon, prepare”)
O Zabulon, prepare, and be ready, Nephthalim. * Jordan River, hold your course, and exultantly receive * the
Master who is coming to be baptized. * Adam leap for joy with Eve the Foremother. * No longer hide yourselves,
as once in Paradise; * for having seen you naked He has appeared * to clothe you in your former vesture. * The
Christ has appeared, wishing to renew * the entire creation.
Apolytikion of St. Sophia/Ss. Faith, Hope & Agape
Greek
Oς ελαία κατά καρπος ανεβλάστησας, έν ταίς ανλαίς του Κυρίου, Σοφία μάρτυς σεμνή, καί προσήγαγες Χριστώ
καρπόν η δύτατον, τούς τής νηδύος σου βλαστούς, δί α γώνων εύαγων, Αγάπην
τε καί `Ελπίδα σύν τη θεόφρονι Πίστει, μεθων δυσώπει υπέρ πάντων ήμων.
English Phonetics for Greek
Os elea kata karpos anevlastisas, en tes avles tu Kyriou Sofia martys semni, ke prosigages Christo karpon
idytaton, tus tis nidyos su vlastus, di’ agonon evagon, Agapin te ke Elpida, syn ti theofroni Pisti; meth’ on dysopi
yper pandon imon.
English
As an olive tree laden with fruit you sprouted forth, in the courtyards of the Lord, Sophia martyr dignified, and
you brought to Christ a fruit most sweet, Namely your womb’s own sprouts, brought up by instructive deeds:
your daughters Love and Hope, along with God-minded Faith; together intercede with God for us all.
Seasonal Kontakion – En tis rithris simeron (“Today in the waters of the Jordan”)
In the running waters of the Jordan River, on this day the Lord of all crieth to John: Be not afraid and hesitate
not to baptize Me, for I am come to save Adam, the first-formed man.

St. Sophia Give-a-Brick Program Update

The third phase of the brick program is now being started. We thank all those who took part in this
program. Please check out the installation area under the flags to see previously sponsored bricks
and pavers. This program has been very successful and has helped to raise money for our church
needs.
If you did not have a chance to be a sponsor of this program
previously, please fill out a Brick Form (available at the
Pangari) and bring it to the Parish office, or see Peter
Patukas. We will be ordering more in the next few months
once we have enough sponsored pavers and bricks for the
factory to produce. A minimum of 10 is needed.

Epistle Reading

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.
TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your
ministry.
For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to
me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

2022 Ecclesiastical Calendars: To save the Parish resources, 2022 Church
calendars are available for pickup in the Narthex of the church and on the
table outside of the Parish office on a first come, first serve basis. We
respectfully request that each stewarding family take only 1 calendar
per household. Thank you!

Ἀνάγνωσις ἐπιστολῆς

Πρὸς Τιμόθεον β' 4:5-8 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα
Σῶσον, Κύριε τὸν λαὸν σου καὶ εὐλόγησον τὴν κληρονομίαν σου.
Στίχ. Πρὸς σἐ, Κύριε, κεκράξομαι ὁ Θεός μου.

40th Anniversary Commemorative Mugs: The mugs are still available at the
back of the Cultural Center, and the suggested donation is $10 each. Please
indicate the number of mugs you wish to order and/or any donation you wish to
make using the SignUpGenius. Please use this link to order yours today:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044CA4AC29A20-40th
Payment may be made by check or by using the donation options found at the
bottom of the SignUpGenius page.
In Case of Emergency: If you are having an extreme medical emergency ONLY and are in need
of an Orthodox priest, please call the Parish office at 610-650-8960.

Τέκνον Τιμόθεε, νῆφε ἐν πᾶσιν, κακοπάθησον, ἔργον ποίησον εὐαγγελιστοῦ, τὴν διακονίαν σου
πληροφόρησον. Ἐγὼ γὰρ ἤδη σπένδομαι, καὶ ὁ καιρὸς τῆς ἐμῆς ἀναλύσεως ἐφέστηκεν. Τὸν
ἀγῶνα τὸν καλὸν ἠγώνισμαι, τὸν δρόμον τετέλεκα, τὴν πίστιν τετήρηκα· λοιπόν, ἀπόκειταί μοι ὁ
τῆς δικαιοσύνης στέφανος, ὃν ἀποδώσει μοι ὁ κύριος ἐν ἐκείνῃ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ, ὁ δίκαιος κριτής· οὐ
μόνον δὲ ἐμοί, ἀλλὰ καὶ πάσιν τοῖς ἠγαπηκόσιν τὴν ἐπιφάνειαν αὐτοῦ.

GOSPEL READING

The Gospel According to Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets, 'Behold,
I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country
of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his
waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier
than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

ΕVΑΓΓÉΛΙΟΝ

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Μᾶρκον 1:1-8 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα
᾿Αρχὴ τοῦ εὐαγγελίου ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ, υἱοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ. ῾Ως γέγραπται ἐν τοῖς προφήταις, ἰδοὺ ἐγὼ
ἀποστέλλω τὸν ἄγγελόν μου πρὸ προσώπου σου, ὃς κατασκευάσει τὴν ὁδόν σου ἔμπροσθέν
σου· φωνὴ βοῶντος ἐν τῇ ἐρήμῳ, ἑτοιμάσατε τὴν ὁδὸν Κυρίου, εὐθείας ποιεῖτε τὰς τρίβους αὐτοῦ,
ἐγένετο ᾿Ιωάννης βαπτίζων ἐν τῇ ἐρήμῳ καὶ κηρύσσων βάπτισμα μετανοίας εἰς ἄφεσιν ἁμαρτιῶν.
Καὶ ἐξεπορεύετο πρὸς αὐτὸν πᾶσα ἡ ᾿Ιουδαία χώρα καὶ οἱ ῾Ιεροσολυμῖται, καὶ ἐβαπτίζοντο πάντες
ἐν τῷ ᾿Ιορδάνῃ ποταμῷ ὑπ᾿ αὐτοῦ ἐξομολογούμενοι τὰς ἁμαρτίας αὐτῶν. Ἦν δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιωάννης
ἐνδεδυμένος τρίχας καμήλου καὶ ζώνην δερματίνην περὶ τὴν ὀσφὺν αὐτοῦ, καὶ ἐσθίων ἀκρίδας καὶ
μέλι ἄγριον. Καὶ ἐκήρυσσε λέγων· ἔρχεται ὁ ἰσχυρότερός μου ὀπίσω μου, οὗ οὐκ εἰμὶ ἱκανὸς
κύψας λῦσαι τὸν ἱμάντα τῶν ὑποδημάτων αὐτοῦ· ἐγὼ μὲν ἐβάπτισα ὑμᾶς ἐν ὕδατι, αὐτὸς δὲ
βαπτίσει ὑμᾶς ἐν Πνεύματι ῾Αγίῳ.

The Ladies Philoptochos Society has a designated Poor Box in the Narthex to help fund its
mission to aid those in need.
Donations made to the Philoptochos Poor Box for the month of January benefits the Jefferson Fire
Company No. 1 in West Norriton, the township where St. Sophia resides. Jefferson Fire is primarily a
volunteer fire company with only one paid driver on staff. They rely mainly on donations to fund the
purchase of new equipment.
You can learn more about the Jefferson Fire Company at https://jeffersonfireco.com/.
You may send checks to the church to the attention of Philoptochos/Poor Box Donations or donate at
https://www.saintsophiachurch.org/poorboxdonations.html
Thank you for your support!
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Stewardship: Thank you to everyone who supported our 2021 Stewardship Program. If you have not
yet finished paying your pledge, please do so as soon as possible. In addition, when paying by check,
it is imperative that you indicate “Stewardship 2021” or “Stewardship 2022” on the memo line so that
your account is properly credited. Also, if you make cash donations, please be sure to include your
name either on the outside of the envelope or on a slip of paper attached to the cash.
Should you have any questions, please call the Parish office or see Tom Cox, our stewardship
chairperson. The 2022 campaign will be starting shortly, so it is imperative that we are able to finalize
our stewardship rolls for last year. Thank you!

Philoptochos Meeting: The next Philoptochos meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 4th at 7:00
pm via Zoom. All are welcome to attend! The Zoom link was previously sent to all members. If you
need the link to attend, call or text Lucy Kline at 215-206-8180.

JOIN US!
Holy Theophany
Thursday, January 6, 2022
8:45 am – Orthros
10:00 am – Divine Liturgy of
St. John Chrysostom
Great Agiasmos & Blessing
of the Schuylkill River (at Betzwood Park),
weather permitting

